PHILADELPHIA ORCHESTRA

A Russian Program Conducted by
Sergel Rachmaninofl

Tle Philadelphia Orchestra was heard
at the Academy of Music yesterday after-
noon in & program exclusively consisting’
of Russian music, the interpretation of
which had befittingly been committed to
the assistingt artist of the occasion, Mr.
Sergei Rachmaninoff, whose appearance
in this city earher in the season in asso-
ciation with the Boston Symphony Or-
chestra, many concert goers of this locality
will pleasantly remember.

Mr. chhmamnoﬁ”s own symphony No.
2 1w E minor, op. 27 was the principal
feature of tbe musical scheme which had
been arranged for the occasion, and what-
ever misgivings its announcement may
have provoked, in view of the infrequency
with which symphonies of ,contemporary
origin are found to be sympathetically
impressive, were quichly dispelled as the
per’omanne of this particular work pro-

1t proved to be extremely in-
lere<tmg and enjoyable. It is full of in-
gratiating thematic material whose expo-
sition i3 in a hizh degree eﬁecm'e and
although it played for nearly an hour it
did not weary the attention thch it in-
vited and  compell poser
bandles the orchestra with mnsterly sl.l]l
224 the ymanner ju which L developed Tus
ideas and worked up from one ciimax to
anothcr alony lines which were strewn
with stmhing modulations and bizarre
yet not discordant combinations, was ex-
ccedmgl) _original and noteworthy.

There is not a great deal of the dis-
tinetly €lar element in the E\‘meon\,
whiclh plainly betrays the influence of
Brahumns, but there are feelmg mn'l melody
and creative power and the evidences of
a Inghly cudtivated nund and of an es-
sentally yoetic imagination. It is i
four movements of which the frst, in
which an opening lento is followed by
an allegro moderato is_the most elab-
orately constructed, and the second, a
brilliant, snmll!am, bl"hly vitahized al-
legretto scherzando is the most imme-
diatelr attractive, and throughout 1its
length ‘t 1s not often that listening he-

es a conscious effort. Perhaps the;
slow movement might in places be ad
\‘anta{!emls]v abndged, which 1 not
trequently the case with slow movements,
but upon the whole )t may be said of theé
symphony that 1t was interesting from
start to finish, and 1t is certamn that
mo=t of these who heard 1t il be glad
of a chance to hear it again.

The 1est of the program comprised
threc ci Rachnmnmoﬁ’n preludes, thore in
D m: G minor_and C_sharp ‘miror,
“lu(b I{achmanmoﬁ played with a sim-
photy and a moderation of emphasis
\hich probably much surpnsed om
amateur pianists present, and a
by Modeste Moussorgshy called “& \'ight
on Bald Mountam.” Mr. Rachmaninoff
condacted with a clear Dbeat and \vxthout
any exuberances of movement and t
orcliestra followed his lead with hdel\ty
and xhﬂ:h and appreciative zeal. Alto-
gether it ~vas a most uccl!ent mncert
and tonight when the m will
be 1epeated the aud!cnce snun]d be large.
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