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L e A 7
. . .
A New Concerto by Rach-
maninoff. 3
The fourth Sunday afternoon concert of
the Symphony Society, took place &t
The New Theatre " invited atten-
tion to several things, each one of which
might have furnished forth material for
wide reaching discussion. There was =
nmew phase of the experimentation which ‘s
in progress to determine the question
whether or not the acoustical properties of
the playhouse are such as make it @ desir-
able concert room: a Russtan composer
who fills & large place in the public eye, If
not in the public ear, brought forward a
new composition in the largest form adap-
table to the planoforte, and himselt played
the solo part. On the programme also was
an unfamiliar work for orchestra by a
French of
A large capacity for musical enjoyment, &

something of the volume and brilliancy of
tone of which the fine organization is capa-
[*ble, but the improvement over the

concerts showed that those qualities are
now within reach.

The programme consisted of Mozart's
Symphony in C (called the “Jupiter”). a
concerto in D minor, No. 3, for planoforte
#nd orchestra, of which the solo purt was
played by the composer, Sergel Rach-
maninoff, and two short orchestral pleces,
“Arlequin,” by Lalo, and “Marche

m_tﬂthe-mvhwy put the aud!

ence In which something less mov-
Ing than the concerto proved to be would
tave ralsed to enthusiasm. As it was, the
Russian, who Is likely soon to be hailed as
the finest representative of his country’s
music, enjoyed a triumph so emphatic and
spontaneous that he did not hesitate to
show his own surprise as well as deep
satisfaction. His playing. llke his music,
was ingratiating in manner and matter. A
| frank, manly, unaffected bearing put him

in pleasant communion with his listeners,
and his obviously unconsclous indifference
1o the customary devices of the virtuoso or
on exhibition held him there and
developed the feeling into a sweet and sane
intimacy. His concerto is overiong, not
only In the movement which discloses most

| labor and reflection (the first), but also in

| the second (which, treated 4s an inter-
| mez20, passes from revery to playfulness,
| and were it not for its structural character
wight serve as much more than an intro-
duction to the finale) and the last, which
when it reaches a dashing march rhythm
|t spirtted and has so much in it thar
scunds like & spontaneous outpouring that
it 1s a pity the generul impression is marred
by unquestionabls overelaboration. The
incessant employment of the solo instru-
ment militates against the notion which
ence prevailed that a concerto should in a
Way represents a contest between the solo
instrument and the band; but Mr. Rach-
maninoff has not siighted the accompany-
ing factor, but given it many proclamations
of pith and moment. Mr. Damrosch di-
rected the performance as if his heart was
in the work, and his rejoicing in the
outcome was sincere.
The concert will be repeated next Tuesday
evening in Carnegie Hall. H E. K.
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