News "
.com Evening Star (Washington, District of Columbia) - Fri, Apr 1, 1921 - Page 43

https ://www.newspapers.com/image/333665533 Downloaded on Dec 2, 2018
Rachmaninoff Recital.

Sergei Rachmaninoff, distinguished
pianist and composer, gave a recital
Yesterday afternoon in the National
Theater, before an appreciative au-
dience, which made up in enthusiasm

what it dacked in numbers.

The program opened with the Bach

‘haconne,” arranged by Busoni. fol-
lo%Wwed by Mozarts' sonata number 9
and Schumann's “Papillons,” which
afforded marked contrasts. The first
movement of the sonata was played
with exquisita shading and Mr. Rach-
maninoff”s characteristic crisp tech-
nie, and singing tone of rare beauty.
The second and third movements.
played without pause between, were
equally beautiful. each in a distine-
tive way. The “Papilions,” a composi-
tion of great beauty had the atmo-
sphere of real “butterfiies” and the
same beauty of tone and chord. were
again predominant. The enthusiasm
of the audience brought the composer
back at the end of thi= number, when
he played the™ E flat Valse” of Chop-
in, giving it fresh beauties by his
original interpretation.

The Chopin numbers, a Nocturne, a
Yalse and a Polonaise, were all un-
hackneyed on the concert stage and
probably unknown to scores of people
in the audience. Mr. Rachmaninoff's
Chopin i3 a less “love-sick™ Chopin
than is generally heard. = He plays
these works in a healthy, fresh man-
ner, the only criticism being that his
crisp tone in the pianissimo pas-
sages sometimes grows metallic and a
bit hard in the forté passages. The
Pebussy suite, “Children's Corner.”
was vividly descriptive, the artist giv-
ing charming atmosgpheric effects.
particularly in “The Litjlg Shepherd.”
The two Preludes, G major and B flat
major, the pianist's own ‘composi-
tions, were played for the first time
in Washington.  The first is exquisite-
ly dainty, melodious.and graceful, and
the second, strong, brilliant and col-
orful. The latter will go down in mu-
sical literature as one of the great
works for piamists. It abounds in as-
tounding arpeggios, chords and scales
which Rachmaninoff dashed off with

- ease and skill, producing thrilling ef-
fects. Being enthusiastically recalled
he gave another of his dglightful
compositiens. a new polka heard
here before, which is of striking beau-
ty and charm, but a bit reminiscent.
Not yet satisfled, the audience re-
ealled him agdin and hé played charm-
ingly an un kneyed “Song Without
‘Words,” by Mendelssohn:
~Mr. Rachmaninoff’s playing is of
pronounced beauty in the tone, the

‘limpid scales and the exquisite tech-
nic and astounding tempos being es-
pecially noticeable in Debussy's “Dr.
Gradus ad m™ and the “Golli-
wogg's Cake Walk.”
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