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Recital
BY OLIN DOWNES

Plano music by modern and ultra-
modern Russlans was interpreted by
Sergei R ff, the R com-
poser-pianist, ir
Symphony HALL The choice of music
was more than creditable to Mr. Rach.
maninoff's breadth of view, for he pi
on his programme several of the mosf
representative compositions 91 Scriabina
with whom, as a composer, Mr. Rach-
maninoff does not agree. These
Seriabine compositions, little known Ir
Boston, attracted many of the “‘cognes.
centi,” who do not ord attend

The programme in full, the most im-
portant and representative programme,
so far as Russia is concerned, which
Mr. Rachmaninoff has offered in this
city, consisted of Rachmaninoff’s pianc
sonata, op. 23; KEtude, op. 18, Rubin-
utam Valse, op. 40, Tschaikowsky
Gwnk Moussorgsky; fifth sonata, op.
53, Scriabine; “Two Novells,” op. 17,
Medtner; two etudes tableaux, op. 38,
Rachmaninoff; Poeme, op. 82; an¢
ude, op. 8, wcriabine,

The Fifth Sonata is still a bone of
contention between those who do and
those who do mnot admire the mature
Scriabine. There are many who enjoy
the rather facile and superficial music
of the early days, when he was ob-
viously influenced by Chopin, but &/
Scriabine went on, the number of hi:
admirers, quite logically, and quite pos-
sibly with justice, diminished. An ar
tist will meet more opposition as he de-
velops, whether he develops in a direc-
tion right or wrong. The Fifth Soggta,
its merits aside, represents very fairly
and effectively the mature Seriabine,
r | when he had Iound his voloa. and de-

ped a tonal lan-
guage unequivocally his awn
The used in the Fifth Sonata,
3;: cho, ~nd sequences arising from

e - are loyed consistently
i |and great strength of workman
Ir, | ship, t through the work. It is al-

most /perfect in form, if by form one

the most beautiful and sym-
| metriel.! development of ideas. There i:
" |no no mo hesi-
tation in the music. At the very . be-
‘ginning an initial motive is -tntod—\he
motive of a musical anarch armed to
the teeth, and determined to march tc
the bitter end of his doctrine whatever
the consequences—and this motive
reaches its !ull development and its
| complete justification, so far as form
is concerned, by the time the sonata In
one movement has come to an end.

The pieces by ~ Medtner are much
clearer, in a way more , certain-
ly more beautiful, according to accept-
 ed standards than this lurid and fan-
tastical music of Scriabine. But they
do not attempt to soar so h, which is
l.vlrtneoradotoct.um toonea
point of view in these maf

Tt should be addéd that wlth d! these
compm-ons. lhe mﬂlin of Rachman-
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vantage. His music
1y decorative or in
direct and simple.
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