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LONDON BALLAD CONCERTS. =:1
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There was a good attendance at the third London  t
Ballad Concert of the season, held at the Albert !
Hall on Saturday afternoon. A feature of the pro- 4
ceedings was the reappearance in London of Mr.E:]
Sergei Rachmaninoff, the distinguished Russian com- | 1
poser and pianist, who was accorded a very hm.rty’
welcome. The artist played severa! of his pianoforte
pieces, first heard being the poetical and often im-
passioned Elegie (Op. 3). This was followed by |
the famous Prelude in C sharp minor, of which, truth ‘
to tell, Mr. Rachmaninoff did not give a partioularly l
| impressive account. His presentation of the fanci-
|ful and showy “ Humoresque ™ (Op. 10) was, how- |9

ever, extremely bright, and he afterwards dealt effec-
tively with the sombre and mournful Prelude in ¥
sharp minor and the forceful and sounding piece of
the same description in G minor. He was heartily
applauded, and had to add to his list of contributions.
Six new songs were brought forwanrd in the course of
the afternoon. The best of these was the solidly- | {
written and very vocal “ Sheila,” by Haydn Wood,
who has been engaged to play violin solos at the next | {
concert. It was admirably interpreted by Mr.|]
WiMrid Douthitt. Mr. H. Lane Wilson easily secured
a favourable reception for the merry and humorous
ditty, * A Short Cut,” in which P. J. O’Reilly and H.
Trotare have coilaborated, and Miss Alice Wilna, it
not in her best voice, sanmg Mrs. Amy Woodforde-
Finden's “ Willow Wand " in attractive style. Mr.
A. von Ahn Carse’s “ In a Child’s Heart,” a pretty
) | song, not far removed, however, from the common-
place, was tastefully interpreted by Miss Verena
Fancourt, and the melodious but quite conventional
E * 8ilver Moon,” by Stephen Adams, was fairly well
1
F

sung by Mr. Ivor Walters, who has a voice of gemuine
tenor gquality. Mr. Ivor Foster gave a spirited ren-
dering of Sir Edward Elgar's ® The Pipes of Pan ™
and Webbe's humorous catch, * Would you know my
Celia’'s charms? ' was capitally sung by the West-
. | minster Singers. Much-appreciated vocal contribu-
i | tions were also supplied by Miss Carrie Tubb, Miss
- | Florenoe Taylor, and Miss Lucy Nuttall, The duties
- | of sccompanist were once more shared by Mr. S.

'i Liddle and Mr. F. A. Sowell,
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