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Rachmaninoff Recital,

The planoforte playing of Mr.
Ruachmaninoft, to-day the most popu-
lar planist in America, 1s an enigma.
[ It Is transcendent or banal, at
moments scaling Parnassus and at
other moments grazing the classroom
of the conservatory. He is, in final
analysis, a master-musician, a vivid
interpreter, a technical juggler of
amazing powers. In his interpreta-
tions one Is conscious of the c.m-
poser back of the pianist, of that
authentic personality who has given
to the music world such fine cre-
atlons as the Third Concerto for
plano and orchestra, ‘“I'hé lsle of
the Dead," the i minor symphony.

Mr. Lawrence Gilman, a few sea-
sons past, declared Rachmaninoff a
“first class planist and fourth class
composer.” If at all, the classifica-
tion should be inverse. We rather
think that as a plano recitalist pure
and simple the Russian composer will
receive challenge from those in that
domuain; his planism, surely, cannot
take runk with that ot a de lach-
munn, Paderewskl, Bauer, Gleseking
or Hosenthal. An occasional lapse
Into the fine amateur obtrydes itseli
into his performance, forcing itselt
unon the consclousness only to be
scuttered by a surprising display oI
authoritutive powers.

Thus, last evening, in two Schu-
bert  numbers, the Andanting and
Varlations of Tauslg version and
“Wanderer” Fantaisie of Liszt trans-
cription, Mr. Rachmaninuff was
absolutely lacking in magnetism, hs
tone distinctly harsh and without
sonority. OUn the tide of these
classies, the player seemed to be
curiously wdrift, rudderless—an wma-
teur a-sca. But in the course of a
HachmaninoM recital, taut attention
prevails, und last night's audlence
sut carapy, applauding loudly at the
close ol cach plece, Can it be, during
the Schubert renditions, that these
listeners were unaware of the play-
er's lapse—or was it the man they
worshiped, the composer of the "pre-
lude'?

Brahms' energetic minor Ballade
und mysterious 1 flat minor Inter-
mezzo (both of Op. 118), proved ex-
amples of the player's lesser though
pleasing playing. ‘I'he higher flights
of the artist came with the Chopin
group. Here was planism and musical
discourse of unalloyed perfection.
‘the londo in I8 tlat, of early cpus,
is Chopin in the byd, and bhow
beautiful the full bldssoming last
night under Rachmaninoff's Kindred
comprehension, Of the evening's pro-
gramme, this number was highlight.

Liszt's fireworks were set off amid
a tour de force of brilllancy in the
liakoczy March. And need it be
added that tne “prelude’ was award-
ed the awaliting assemblage at the
close?

The recital was under Institute
auspices, About 2,000 were in attend-
ance.
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