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Rachmaninoff
Scores Anew
In Concert

4 By Mollie Merrick
Size and accoustical faults in The
Auditoriumgare minimized to a mere
scratch on the surface of our pleas-

ure when Rachmaninoff and Fritz
Krelsler play: these two artists
seem to hawve a carrying power, a
resonance, which makes even those
seated back at the door, aware of
the various qualities of the work
they are interpreting.

The vast \bhall was filled to the
last inch when the Russian genius
played yesterday afternoon. He
gave a somewhat different program
but played it in his characteristic
manner, His 1all stooped form
suggested a weariness that was
alien to the tremendous_ energy of
his fingers. The trace® of expe-
rience and vears on the countenance
again belied by the whimsical keén-
ness of his syes. He was ready to
play encores for the throng that
surged about the platform some 70
minutes after he opened the concer?,
for he elimipated the trips on and
oiff stage between numbers, once
the audience was settied.

Schubert in Opening

Schubert, in the Tausig tran-
scription, opened the program with
fhe Andantipo and Variations, and
Schubert, in the Liszt arrangement
of “The Wanderer,” followed it.
Brahms, in the Intermezzo and
Eallade, fitted in well. -Superlative
chord work and such pedaling as
no other artist gives characterized
the afternoon throughout.

More than any other artist play-
Ing today, Rachmaninoff makes you
realize that the piano is the entire
orchestra, It is a remarkahle left
hand in ({ts searching quality—
reaching out for little phrases over-
looked by the average pianist and
stressing them with telling effect.
The independence of the hands is
phenomenal.

Assertive Character

He did not descend to mere pret-
tiness even in the Chopin Waltz
which was given a personality of
more assertive character than -the
conventional interpretation. But his
Ckopin is not of the same timbre
as Brailowsky, or even Lhevinne or
Cortot. It is not so thin. Therea is
not that sweet fluting, that deli-
cious tinkly shallowness that is pe-
culiar to the Polish ecomposer.
Rachmaninoff gives him more di-
mension and in another way.

The Rakoczv March, which re-
veals one of his maost telling angles
ol art, came at the conclusion of
the program. Medtner's "Fairy

Tales” and a Rachmaninoff Pre-
Iude were contained in the second
half of the program.
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