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Rachmaninoff Presents
Program of Fantasies

By REDFERN MASON

fReprinted from vesterday's Iate editions.)
A huge audience assembled to+that Josef Haydn indulged in the
listen to Sergei Rachmaninoff at’form; we heard the Schumann
the Opera House last night. The | Phantaisiestucke. Then came the

auditorium proper was ‘crowded | Chopin Fantasia, the co-called
from floor to ceiling and there were ' “Moonlight” Sonata of Beethoven,
enough people on the stage to sat- | which is written “quasi fantasia,”
isfy your average recitalist. and finally the Liszt sentimentali-
The eminent Slav, grave and self- | zation of the Francesca episode of
indrawn as an Indian fakir, gave us | the “Divina Commedia."
a program entirely made up of fan- l Rachmaninoff is what the French
tasies. He started with an early | call a “cerebrale”; his emotions are
work by Scriabine; he remembered | intellectual. Never for a moment

do you fee! that the music is run-
ning away with him. This makes
for a restrained and delicate per-
fection; but there were moments
when one longed for the whimsies
of De Pachmann and the delicate
irony of Iturbi. |

But he gave a fine reading of the
Chopin. He made it nostalgic and
one wondered whether it did not
convey his longings for that Russin

from which he is practically exiled. |

The Beethoven was a modei uf |
pianistie propriety. Perhaps Rach- ‘
maninoff remembered that the com-
poser dedicated it first to one laay
and then, when his volatile affee-
tions changed, dedicated it to an-
other., The finale of the work was |
the bes. p'ayed. The opening move |
ment lacked inevitability. !
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