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FAMOUS - PIANIT
CHARMS WITH
BEAUTY OF WORK

Serge] TRachmanineff played 1in
Phoenix last evening. It was more
than a passing program by a great
artist—it was a substantial contri-
bution to the musical background of
every one who Ilistened—a thing
which will not be lightly shaken off
from the memory. Incidentally it is
difficult to remember @ more cor-
dial reception accorded to a planist
or a performance marked by the
significant moment of silence before
the applause broke, This un-
doubtedly fs the greatest tribute
more to be desired than immediate
demonstration in the eyes of the per-
formet.

The program was chosen with dis-
crimination. Rachmaninoff has ac-
quired a knowledge of the tastes of
the American musie lovers to whom
he has been more formally Intro-
duced in ®o pleasant a fashion
through his compositions. He played
his “prelude.” the audience was
sager to hear this in the hands of
the eomposer. 1t would have heen a
keen disappointment had it been
omitted from the program: A Chopin
group, including® rather familiar
numbers, shone with a new bril-
Haney because of the interpretation
—thing of beauty glowing as if from
cleverly cut facets which reflected
perfectly the lights and shades, .

Rachmaninoff might have been
playing in his own studio so uncon-
sejous did he seem of his audience in
the Shrine auditorium. No manner-
isms detract from bis expressive
hahds and the twinkling fingers need
no emphasia save the artist's con-
ception of the varying moods played
with convincing sincerity. He =
&racious, acknowledging with ob-
vious friendliness the appreciation of
his listeners bat again becomes the
absorbed performer, to whom u
worthy Interpretation is of first im-
portance, ¥

The program was colorful and re-
plete with lithesome touches, Rach-
meaninoff plaved with ease the mest
delicate passages each as outstand-
ing as a bit of lace work filmy but
definite in design. Again it was the
majestic melody, strong and well
marked, not thunderous but merely
clear and dignified.

The moods of the music seem to
be Rachmaninoff's own, sufficlently
strong in suggestion to inspire sud-
den changes but never a contrast so.
eharp that there is a sacrifice of
smoothness. It {s the master touch
—one recognizes it readily.

The artistry of Rachmaninoff can-
not be described Iin mers words, It
is diffieult to express even the ap-
preciation which the listeners felt
as they heard the program of last
evening. One felt the throb of in-
spiration which prompted the worlk,

saw the colorings ted skilfully |

in tones of unusual uty and, con-
:em l? tv;emmbor !hh.o satisfying in-
erpretation, so ne  further
analysis. o
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