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Rachmaninoff Displays

Perfection of Pianism

(By ISABEL TURNBULL)

ness of his fingers was the despair

Some people claim there is no!and delicht of local planists,

such thing as absolute pcr!omiun,i

but the capacity audience which
listened to Sergel Rachmaninofl in
Eaton Auditorium Thursday night
was convinced that it heard perfect
piano music. It was a rirh and
memorable experience to be there,
and an ovation lasting several min-
utes was given the artist when he
finisheq playing.

Rachmaninoff is now 67 years
old, but has changed little in ap-
pearance in the last twenly years,
Though he maves more slowly
acrass the platform, his character-
{stically close-cropned hnir is slill
dnrk, his carvinge sl etect. In
one respect he Jooks younger -his
face has lost the grim, hnunl:--l ox-
pression It used to wear wimn he
was closer to the Russion 1evolu-
tion, Ile is satill grave and serious,
and never quite sindled st by audi-
ence, byt there §s an undetcarrent
nf friendliness  In his  atfitude.
Every year has contributed o his
interpretive powers, and u‘o fleet-

“Life of a Cowboy,” shown at
Pastar's. It eovers a wide 1ange
of subjects and the locale seems
to be really the Western plains,
The picture runs from a Western
minlng camp barroom to the ar-
rival of a stage coach at a ranch
with  ‘tenderfeet”  aboard,  for
whose delectation  trick  lariat
throwing Ix introducrd, followed
by the holding up of the coarch by
Indians. The abductlon of a young
girl, the chase by the cowhnys
through pretty woods and rolling
ficlds 10 the recapture of the
girl, and the tragic finale whee
an Indian girl shoots a murder-
ous had man sllently erawling up
on the lover of the white girl.
The seriex s so melodramatic in
treatment that it acted on the au-
dience like a vivid play”

The length of motion pictures
aeemed ta worry Sime, for In a
contemporary review of “An Fy-
citing Honeymoon™ which tnn for
the great length of seven min-
utles, he oliserves that “the nudi-
ence remained in 1ts gents until
the cloxe”

. Sime ashould have sat through

“GWTW!I"

No artist could
Rachmaninoff uses his prodigious
technique, his architectural sense of
form, his scnsitive ecling for color,
and his composer’s careful aticntion
to minute detail for the sole pur-
pose of conveying idens or emotions.
‘There is a {ecling of passionate con-
viction and artistic honesty which
impressed the audience from the
first notes, establishing a rare and
unusual bond of s¥ympathy. Whether
he was fiery and forceful, lyric and
poelic, it secemed that here was a
recreation of what the composer
had meant. Als<a notable in his re-
cital was a wealth of melody, love
ingly emphasized.

Piclude and Fugue in A miner opene
od the program, comhining strength,
delivacy  and brilliant clarity,
Beothoven's  Sanata Appassionatna
was maving, vel essenthally dignifiel,
The powertully persuasive rhyvthms
of the first movemenl were exdoite
ing, there was boltl sweep of hine
nned Invish use of wlor.  Eloguent
melodies sang stralght to the heart
in the slow mavement, the allegro
was vigorous and stormy. with ma-
jestic precislan of mighty chords.
Schubert’s Impramptu in A [lat
minor was remantic \n mood, play-
ed with durziing  speed  and abiy
hghtness. Anather feast of melody
was Liszt's anangement of Schu-
bert's “rout,” in wlich the lovely
tune flashed in and out against a
changing backgiound of hgud, 1i-
descent tone,

Hachmaniolf’s own  Etude-Tab-
lenu presented tempestuous rthythms
and sombre  color.  Four  Chapin
Etudes were vaed in mood, inejud-
ing that i C shaap minor, with
its vivid comtrasts; the patadovical,
htteraawest B minor; the brilliant,
intriguing A minor, and the C
minor, with 1ts noble metlody etched
agminst elaborate  settings, Three
vt Ftudes were a piot of color
and biillingee,
presented bhrooding mystery in oad-
ditlon to hipd song nnd sunshine,

Lucoreys included o dedivlogs Chine
pin waltz snd o santillating tian-
st of Rimishy - Korsuholt's
“Fhght of the Bamble Hee®™ T I
notable that Rachmnninoft's 'ie-
Lude 10 C shaep minos was not play-
el AU Inst nudiences nre begine

1
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The magnificent Bach-Liszt Qigan .

Song of the Woods !

ning ta believe that he §s thed of !

he self-elfacing.
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