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By ARTHUR BENJAMIN

A great audience accorded
Sergei Rachmaninoff, world re-
nowned pianist, an enthusiastic
reception at his recital in the Ex-
hibition Gardens, Hastings Park,
on Friday evening.

For years I have told my stu-
dents that the one planist they
must hear is Rachmaninoff.
Therefore it was good fo sce so
many young people of 'teen age
present at his recital, and 1
don't doubt that they heard the
greatest pianist of the age.

Rachmaninoff is a law unto
himself, His tempi are, to say
the least, often unusual. He
plays. a Bach fugue with more
license and “Rubato” than one
could imagine possible. He adds
notes to Chopin; what is more,
he alters his own compositions.

His version of his own “Humor-
esque,” which I learned as a
youth, is entirely different from
the printed copy. Indeed it has
been vastly altered, and much
for the better.

SUBTLE RHYTHM

In the Beethoven Sonata he
played softly where Beethoven
marks “forte,” and he ignored
some typical Beethovenian ef-
fects, such as a big “erescendo”
followed by a sudden “piano.”
But what does it matter when
such an artist as Rachmaninoff
takes it upon himself to do such
things?

His sense of brooding anger
in the first movement was stir-
ring; and in the last movement,
an unerring sense of tone man-
agement and rhythm gave us
perhaps the greatest moments
of the entive evening. And he
did not hurry it in the way one
sn often hears it played nowa-
days.

He imbued the faded flowers
of Mendelssohn's “Rondo Capric-
cioso” with such charm and such
subtle rhythm as to re-awaken its
beauty and delicacy.

His playing of the Chopin “D
flat major Nocturse” was near
perfection, and the two Mazurkas,
that in A minor with its silky
legato, and that in G major, with
its subtlety of rhythm and its
charm, were unbelievably beau-
tiful.

DAZZLING TECHNIQUE

In his own composition, the
“Humoresque,” “Prelude in G
major,” he reaffirmed the fact
that he is one of the most orig-
inal writers for the planoforte of
his era, and in these what superb
playing he gave us.

Rachmaninoff ended his re-
cital with the “Eleventh Rhap-

Crowd Thrills to Unique
| Genius of Racllmoninoff

| sody” of Liszt, and gave a dis- |
play of a most dazzling tech-
nigque. But his great technique
is always a means to an end.

We were privileged to hear
some of the most lovely tone
quality and grading, some of the
most telling and subtle rhythm
throughout this recital that it has
ever been one's lot to hear, and
again I say Rachmaninoff is the
greatest living pianist today.
Rarely does one hear such smoul-
dering fires, such controlled emo-
tion.

B.C. Gov't Plans ?or !

Rehabilitation '
VICTORIA, Feb. 19. — A sub-
committee of the provincial cab-
inet has been set up by Premier

Pattullo to study the problem of
rehabilitating men now. heing dis- |
charged from the armed forces, |
in co-operation with federal au-
thorities,

Hon. George S. Pearson, labor
minister, is chairman, acting with
finance minister John Hart and
lands minister A. Wells Gray.

ITU Back With AFL

MIAMI, Feb. 19. — Executive
council of the American Federa-
tion of Labor and the Interna-
tional Typographical Union's ex-
ecutive board Monday reached
an agreement providing for re-
turn of the ITU to the AFL.

The agreement would be sub.
mitted to the ITU’s 80,000 mem-
bers, and terms would not be pub-
lished until they have been voted
upon.
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