Newspapers
by <Dlancestry
https://www.newspapers.com/image/651571011/

The News and Observer (Raleigh, North Carolina) - Tue, 25 Nov 1941 -

Page 10
Downloaded on 22 Sep 2025

CAPACTY CROWD
ENJOYS RECITAL

Sergei Rachmaninoff, Pianist,
Thrills Audience in Munici-
pal Auditorium

Sergei Rachmaninoff played a re-
cital Jast night in the Raleigh Me-
morial Auditorium to a capacity
audience that completely filled the
hall and overflowed onto the stage.
This concert was the first of the
series of six to be presented this
Winter by the local Civic Music As-
sociation

Rzchmaninoff has long been a
household name, known and revered
the world over as a composer, but
it is only in recent years that his
fame has spread abroad as a pianist.
Yet today he stands preeminent as
pernaps the greatest ol all pianists,
towering above all the great play-

ers of recent years, save only
Paderewski. Hearing him last cve-
ning, one felt that through the
emy of Rachmaninoff's playing
the very spirit of the piano. and of
al] great pianists was hovering near,
Chopin, Lis2t, and Schubert among
them.

The opening prelude and fugue
in A minor had delicacy, clarity,
and emotional depth that must es-
tablish Bach as a truly romantic
composer. 1f the work lacked some-
thing of the sonority and effect of
massed tone that the composer in-
tended (it was originally written
for the organ), it was no fault of
the performer, but can only be laid

» the limitations of the piano itself.
This work with its quiet command-
ng. prepared the way for an eve-
ning of assurance and mastery.

Beethoven followed., the Appassi-
onata. perha;. the most beloved of
a sonatas, being the work

d This was all fine old lace
and rich brocades in royal colars—
or does one only imagine the key
of the andante to suggest deep
purple? Fire, passion, pathos, per-
haps, at times even ecstasy, seemed
to pour in great floods over the lis-
teners, sweeping them along on its
swelling tide. It was Beethoven in
the old traditional manner, reminis-
cent of Carreno and other great
artists of another day.

The second half of the program,
if less profound, was more pianistic,
and the romantic composers held
sway. Schubert was repr d
an exquisite and meolicus impromp-
tu and Liszt's arrangement of his
“The Trout” little heard nowadays.
Then came Chopin with one of the
most ethereal of the nocturnes, the

ne D flat. and two mazurkas, in

A munor and G major, brief pictures
of Poland in miniature.
Three charming numbers from|
Rachmaninoff's own pen. the Humo- |
resque. Daisies, and Oriental Sketch,|
were delicate and picturesque, par-
ticularly the last of the trio

The beloved Liszt Sonetio del
Petrarca and the brilliant eleventh
Rhapsody closed the formal pro-
Eram Twn encores were played,
Tschalkowsky's “Troikaen Treneau,”
#nd the artist's own Prelude in C
ANArp minor.

What shall one say of a great artist
like Rachmaninoff, who always gives
all one expects and then forever
goes beyond with unexpected and
undreamed of beauties? On going
2#gain o hear such a one, no com-
ment more eloquent can be made
than as on returning to an old be-
loved friend, one says simply, “He
is there.”
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