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broken only here and there by some

‘Whether the fact that in a few days
'will be the anniversary of Mozart's
death and thoughts of the composer
filled his mind, was responsible for
the extreme beauty of his presenta-
tion or because he was of

Rachmaninoff Plays Nobly
In Mellow, Tender Mood

Famed Pianist Broadens Knowledge
Of Audience by Presenting
Works Heard Not Too Often

By ALICE EVERSMAN.
The mood of Rachmaninoff is important when he plays. Last
evening at Constitution Hall, where the beloved Russian pianist gave
his annual recital, he was in a mellow, tender mood and each of the

compositions on his program called it forth prominently at some time
or other, The result was an evening of music of the loveliest kind,

He caught his audience in a kinship of feeling with the first number,
Mozart’s “Variations in A Major.”&—

more powerful expression.

We hud no opportunity to know
how much the program was pro-
longed by encores, but from the
reception of each of the numbers,
more was undoubtedly asked for.

fter bend, the “Variations” b

an elegy. Rachmaninoff is a superb
‘Mozart player and rarely has the
transparent, spiritual beauty of his
music been so thoroughly visualized
as was the case last evening. To|
hear the Russian play this work
alone was worth the price of ad-
mission.

At each of his appearances, Rach-
maninoff brings works that are not |
done to death by the average pianist
and the broadening of knuuledge
that his recitals give is one of their |
attractions. Following the Mozart |
was Beethoven's last sonata and|

Schumann’s “Novelette in ¥ Sharp

inor.” In hardly any of Beetho-
ven's compositions do extremes meet
50 sharply as in the sonata, with its
titanic chords of the first movement

nd the rare quality of the arietta.
‘These two movements, which com-
prise the entire work, seem to rep-
resent struggle and apotheosis, the
former being one of the few stormy
moments of the program. Schu-
mann’s “Novelette,” composed in
utter joy in having finally won the
woman he loved, is gay and fairy-
like and the composer played it
con amore.

The remainder of his program
was given over to transcriptions, his
own of the Bach “Partita" for vxolm!
alone and a group of eight songs,|
three in Rachmaninofl's arrange-
ment. With the exception of the|
gavotte, the Bach work gained little
in its transference to the piano
medium. The clear line of the pre-
lude was obscured by too much or-
namentation, and the gigue also lost
some of its original character.

The piano arrangement of his own
“Lilacs” and of Tschalkowsky's
“Lullaby” and Kreisler's “Liebes-
freud” are masterly in the manner
in which the melodies remain in-
tact in all their purity in a pianistic
frame. This could not be said of
Liszt's transcription of Schubert’s
“The Trout,” which lost its smooth,
unspoiled quality. Other song ar-
rangements, valuable only because
of their original melody, were the
Schubert-Liszt “Serenade,” Schu-
mann - Tausig's “Contrabandiste,”
Chopin-Liszt'’s “Maiden Wish" and
“The Return Home.”

The selections throughout were
highly favorable for complete enjoy=
ment of the superb polyphony, the
fresh, fluent runs, the dynamic
changes of which Rachmaninoff is
master. An exponent of style to the
minutest detail, the Russian artist
can elso underline the romantic
when 50 inclined, as he was yester-
day. The recital represented an-
other side of this greatly gifted man
and one that had a special appeal
to his listeners.

The audience was one of the
lergest of the season, with several
boxes filled with soldiers and sailors.
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