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RACHMANINOF¥
WELL RECEIVED

Famous Russian Pianist
Draws Keen Interest
To Own Compositions

Presenting a program in which
the skill of the artist was enhanced
by jghe understanding of the com-
poser. Rergei Rachmaninoff, ‘amous
Russian pianist, gave the opening
concert of the Birmingham Musie
Club’s 1933-34 program Friday night
at Phillips High School.

From the first number, a Aifficult
Beethoven sonata, throughout an ex-
acting program. Rachmaninoff was
notable for the seemingly effortless
manner in which he playved. His
hand movements attracted attantion
by the smoothness which emphasized
their faultless technique.

The pianist modestly placed the
Beethoven sonata first, but nterest
was naturally keenest in the selec-
tions of his own composition or ar-
rangements, notahly the transcription
of the Bach sonata for violin and the
famous “Prelude in C Sharp Minor.”

From the first movement of the
Beethoven sonata. the pilanist  re-
vealed his delicacy of touch, in the
trills and pianissimo  notes  which
mark this alleg Other features of
his playing were shown in the pen-
sive adagio and the allegretio, 1e-
quiring sureness of touch and skill
in coordinating the hand movements
with the pedal manipulation.

From the first note of his trans-
cription of the Bach sonata for vio-
lin, Rachmaninoff showed a deeper
understanding than the usual pianist
capable only of static interpreration
of the work of others. Typical of
Bach, thisx sonata is strikingly con-
trapuntal. Rachmaninoff was per-
fectly at ease in the vigorous prel-
ude, in the familiar gavotte which
constitutes the second movement and
in the final movement, a gigue, call-
ing for the utmost accuracy in {inger
work. -

By special request, the pianist sub-
stituted a group of Chopin composi-
tions for three numbers_ by Schu-
mann. The substitutions were hap-
pily chosen. The first was an at-
tractive waltz, the second a romantic
nocturne and the third an ambitious
Nade which, in many respects, re-
vealed the varied talents of tne pi-
anist as well as any other number on
the program.

Schubert's light and playful “Ron-
do, D Major,” was played with oh-
vious pleasure on the part of Rach-
maninoff. This was followed hr a
well-chosen Debussy suite, more vig-
rous than is usually the case with
this composer and with just enough
of his manner to pique the interest.

Rachmaninoff plaved three of his
own  preludes, two  together which
seemed chosen for their light attrae
tiveness, and the famous composi
tion in ' Sharp Minor. This last,
plaved with the composer’s own fire,
was unhackneyed despite its famnil-
iarity.

Other numbers placed on the pro-
gram included a lively scherzo hy
Borodine and the familiar ont al-
ways varied and interesting “Invita-
tion To the Dance,” by Weber-Taus-
SR,

Others to he presented by the
Music Club this vear, including art-
ists on hoth the segular program
and the special concerts, are: Lu-
crezia Bori. Dec, 12: Minnsapolis
Symphony Orchestra, Jan. 19; Fritz
Kreisler, Feh. 7: Vienna singing
hoys, Feb. 15; Guy Maier, pianist,
March 9 and Nelson Eddy, baritone,
April 12.
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