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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27, 1033

MUSIC IN NEWPORT,

The enthuslastic welcome given
Sergef Rachmanlnoff, one of tha
great living muslcians, by Lhe
people of Newport  demonatrated
that in thla clty theco are hundreds
wbo appreciate the opporlunity of
hearing the muasic of one so gitted

and talented. Those of the Art As- ||
soclatlon who concefved the {dea of | |
bringlng Wie planiyt here, to theill |

us with his art, deserve our thanks
and appreclation. .

Thiz planist and  composer
played to one of the largest audi-
ences ever lo gather in the high
schoo] hall for & coucert. He has
gone, but hls preacnce among us
long will bn remembered by those
who heard him, especlally by those
who do not have opportunlty to go
away from: bome lo hear oulstand-
Ing arlists.

The aplendid reaponse ihat thls
Newpart nudichce gave ta  Rach-
maninoff’s offerings belled tha tra-
ditlonal notion thnt we of Now
England are unenthusiastic. Were
this musician ohe fo setk applause,
inatead of being the modest man he
is, certminly he Would have no
complaint over any lack of cothu«
siasm from {:ose wlo heard him
bera.

He wag libern), ton_ in the mense
that hls program w-g obe for the
multitude and not for the few,
That 18, it was ensily undecstoud
and appreciated by those wha love
muaslc but who hove not  achieved
the understanding neccasary for
the moro abslrusc classics that
aoma artists are disposed to seclect
for thelr programs. The many not
skilled in musical appreclation are
apt to veer away from Lhe heavier
programs. Rachmaninoff's choice
was one the avernge latener could
underatand, and for that, this group
here iy groteful.

The response to thls opportunity
to hear a great artist In Newport
would serm ta offer encouragement
to those whose constant aim s fa
pravide the gity with good music
for its people, The large audience
might be inken as a manlfestation
that Newport would uld this cno-
deaver, but the limited aupport giv-
en tha Civic Musie Assceation, for
instance, in i1s efforts to furnish
satisfaciory concert series edch
year doea nol confirm such n sup-
position.

It may be that the fineg pro-
grama that Newporters may hear
at home, coming over the air
Waves, are so satisfviog that only
ibe persona) appearahce of n
iruly great artlst will bring out
an attendance like that which
heard Rachmaninoff,
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