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Rachmaninoff Is
Exciting as
Of Yore
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By STEWART B. SABIN

Once again last night Sergei
Rachmaninoff playved for a h-
ester audience in the Kas J
Theater as of late years; one re-
members well hows he played for
more than one audience in Con-
vention Hall

He remaing still the most start.
ling of attention of the greater
planists of today, remains thig in|
apite of the fact that his playing
last night was al times uneven in
accuracy and somewhat lacking in
the certitude of pur that he
has shown so long. ut his play-
ing was likewise exciting becauss
it was shot through in everything
he played with beauty, dramatic
suggestion and  eloquence.  His
opening Bach-Liszt started with a
bit of instable playing, gathered
to some splendid moments in the
prelude while the fugue was finely
played.

The Beethoven sonata as Rach-
maninoff  played was filled with
revelations of insight into the mu-
sie, even if at times one felt that
he was less interested than when
some nubbin of power and beauty
was under his hands from the mu-
sie text. His Chopin, not the nume
bers  which some of us  would
choose to hear him play, was
mude live music, The audience
Jliked the rendo which he made
sound better than it really ought
to. The audience got one extra
number after it,

After Intermission Rachmaninoff
played four of his pieces musicnlly
interesting aside from the admir-
ble chunce afforded for technical

prowness, He did certain things
With piano tone in the following
Liszt  gonnetto that are seldom
done, He can repeat the same
tone a number of times with little
change of power but change of
character; he can deliver a senti-
mental melody so that theras {8 no
bathos,
The Paganini-Liszt etude is a
pianistic feat and in the Waobpr-
Tausig music at the end ha be-
technically prodigious. Rach-
maninoff can inject beauty into
tone played at a tremendous pace
beyvond the power of any planiat
the writey hears,

The audience had to work dill-
|gently and long for extra numbers,
The C sharp minor prelude which
is geierally Rachmaninoff's signal
that he is through for the evening
came first; then finally he played
again, ,
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