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- | T never thought of it.

WORLD-FAMED

PIANIST

Rachmaninoff at
Theatre Royal

By HAROLD R. WHITE,
“Irish Independent” Music Critic.
The last of the season’s Celebrity
Concerts at the Theatre Royal
proved to be the most attractive.
The audience was the largest and
most enthusiastic I have seen for
some years.

To musicians the programme was
particularly interesting, for few
artists have a keener sense of pro-
gramme making than Rachmaninofl,
who gave us Bach, Chopin, and Liszt
in_a choice selection.

The organ Fantasie and Fugue in G
minor is probably the finest transcrip-
tion Liszt has given us, and what
struck me about Raciamaninoff’s treat-
ment of it was that one lcu it \has nut
an imitation of
gnnn music. Organists ma\ comlder me

antasie lacks the massiveness of the
original, but the plaver was not aiming
lo produce the grand effects of dia-
pasons, mixtures and reeds, but sought
to capture the seréne beauty of the more
reflective psuazes which almost sug-
gested a nocturn:

THE FUGUE.

Again, the speed of the fugue had
none of the dignity imparted to it by
such organists as Atkins, Perkins, and
Peace, who took it at a more leisurely
nce, But then it must be remembered

a cathedral or concert hall, with their
levrrbemﬂng qualities, much of the
detail would be )

Rachmaninofl tripped along chrrrlh
and even in the great points of clim
the piano was not urged to do mm-e
than it was capable of doing. Thi
pedal entry at the end did not rhunder
along. but had all the suggestion of
power one could desire. The player (
all his effects by subtle contrasts rat
than by sheer dvnamic force.

A COMPARISON.

I am tempted to draw a comparison
between the player and Cortot in the
performance of thw Sonata in D minor
(Beethoven), but two such individual

performers might give dmrrent readings
of such a work. according to the mood

thmu h. He causes n!nglu notes to sin
out without allowing us i

of the mechanics of the instrumentt. and
his treatment of the mvful reclunve
had all the exquisite beauty of a song.
Tt seemed to be a semnz of o 'poem.
QUALITY OF A HARP,

In the slow movement, too. we had that
sweeping arpeggio figure which decorntes
the theme, W with all ghe dulcet

rp. and the finale, kept
within the bounds suggested by the term
llamtw never lost its shapely rhythm,
the usual fault in playing this move-
ment. And here. again. it was by the
Dlamo infallible sense of colour con-
tra

One could Jeallse by this time we
would have Chopin™ player of rare
cunlities, Ser‘uus huL not gloomy. in the
Polonaise in C minor.,

F major), Rachm nﬂwnalnnlamon
alluring vein.

TOO FAST.

1 felt the Impromptu in A flat too fast
Gor me rnuhm of the trivlets. and there
00 many sudden changes in temno
i the second section, to make it con-
vineing and satisfving: but the Scherzo.
especially in the etbereal treatment of
the decorative material of the Chorale.
WRS 8 masterpiece.

As & composer Rachmaninoff was re-
presented bv three studies. in which he
dld not indulge in anv modern manner-
isms iseordant harmonv. 1 onece
asked Esposito what re thouabt of a
Certain - mndern. | Endlish - comnosera
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sic.
alwavs nicturesene and alwavs mhqtnnl
as l‘\lsd playing of these delightful pieces
provs

LISZT WORKS.

T was impressed greatly with the
recitalist’s interpretation of the Liszt
works and transcriptions, notably the
Sanetto del Petrnrch treated wit's such
lvrical charm, and the suegestive ver-
armsncn of the Sninning chorus from

‘Wagner's “ Flving Dutchman.” in which
the underlyint movement of the spin-
ning wheels was so delicately handled.
Rachmaninoff played as his first encore
plece his famous Prelude in C sharp
mlnor. I was afraid of that, but T sup-

he though it better, in the wonh u!

he film actors, “to get over witl
‘He also gave us another r..\szl transcrl.p-
tion and Chonin's Valse flat.
Readers may have noticed that I have
not discussed Rachmaninofl's technique

.

ELid

7 ﬂn‘iiiniﬂun-vm P

P .._aaﬁ—-— e PP

Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



