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RACHMANINOFF S ART
 ASCETIC ROMANTICSM

|Pachd “Gods” Asked Nec
Popdar Concessions—Chopin
Wau Favonte

Rachmaninoff’s recital at Masaey
Hall lust night was a tribute to musi-
cal Toronto as well as to the Russian

| virtuoso.

| There was not the siightest conces-
sion to populsr ar hol pelloi sppeal:
not the slightest hint of the showman's
blendishments: no frills: ne stage-
craft: no assisting artists; no stunts,

Just the great bare stage. the grand
piano dwarfed in the centre by its bare
vastness, Juat these—and Sergei
Rachmaninoff.

It was envugh. The hall’ was com-
fortably filled. The secoud balcony.
the “gods™ was packed. The two

urs passed llke a dream for them.
They insisted on numerous curtain ap- |
pearances. They insisted aon—and
were graciously presented with—three
encores. The applause at times was
thunderous.

Rachmaninoff’s grave dignity is al-
most ascetie. He is an Adolphe Men-
jou turned monk There is something |
of the mjlitary in hist straight figure,
his wiightly grizzled close crop off hair.

His slight smile is a wvery buman
one and his worn face that of a
pirviosopher

Those who go to hear him with pre-

onceptions of Russian music and
Russian realism are in for seme sur-
prises. The melancholy of the race is
evident In nearly all Rachmaninoff's
interpretations, but it is the romantic

| melancholy of Chopin. One looked in

vain on the program, one listened in
viain in the encores, for tb brutal
barbarities of Bartok or the scintillat-
ing Impressions of the French mod-
erns. There was nothing more ultra-
modern than Strauss's Waltz,

If appreciation could be judged by
applause, it was the Chopin numbers
that went straight to the heart of the
audience, The other numbers inter-
ested them, the Fantasia and the
Scherzo enraptured them. Rachman-
inoff’s own etudes and prelude seemed |
to peint to Chopin as his own master-
source of Inspiration He interpreted
Chopin as a loving artist does his own |
father artist In the Fantasia one |
heard all the abvious effects that a |
competent pianist brings out. plus all |
“the little more, and how much it is" |

superb technical mastery and
hole-hearted unde g of the
work. He lingered over the beautiful |
slow the Fantasia as |
from them every |
rom  { sweetness, He
hrough the thrilling enveloping
runs so as to concentrate their rts |
manner. the
vl of sublime chords with the play- |
carillon runs in of the Scherzo he
eemed to alternate the pipe organ
with the Aeolian harp
He broke the wram in
wh prelude in the
quiet preparat for more
things, a preparation both f
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