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RACHMANINOFF
[§ INIMITABLE

Famous Russian Pianist Im-
presses Capacity Audience
At Vancouver Theatre.

SUPERLATIVE ART

By R,

That the piano as & music-making
instrument 1s thoroughly qualified to
satisfy the requirements of the most
exacting professional artist as well as
the needs of the average music-lover
‘wis amply demonstrated Tuesday night
in  Vancouver Theatre when Sergel
Rachmaninoff, distinguished Russiape|

not leave the auditorium until the ar-
tist found himself reluctantly com-
pelled to add to his extras the inevi-
table Prelude in C Sharp Minor. No
one could blume him for yielding to
the anticlpated temptation, although
possibly many listeners prayed fervent-
ly that he would not do so and for ob-
vious reasons,

But fortunately Rachmaninoff gave
the Immensely popular plece In his
own Inimitable manner and without
the slightest traces of those hackneyed |
qualities which Invarlably Invest It
when It Is played by lesser lights. For
my Ol’l; part, I candidly felt that the

ing
l nave listened to It innumersble times.
!0 much by way of introduction to the
performance of the general
mnhmn
MEMORABLE PLAYING.

Rachmaninofl’s remarkable technical
akill and Interpretative gifts are so fa-
miliar to students of the keyboard in
these parts that it 1s unnecessary to
|¢nin enlarge upon them at this time.

Is an artist who always Impresses
rau that he has thoroughly llllml-
lated the inner significance of
music, He realizes the lmpnmnoo of
rhythm and its functions, which is not
only to keep the pace moving, but to
synchronize movements and hold
things together. His range of dyna-
mics (s enormous and in dramatie and
tle moods he s always master of
the situation,

For his chief programme numbers
the Russian plenist gave us some
memorable playing in the Beethoven
Bonata in D Minor. Opus 81, No. 2, a
group of uimlrlblr-choun choplu
pleces, the Bach-Busonl Organ Choral
In G Minor, three welcome LI-IZ'- 1tems
and numbers by Medtner, Rachman-
Inoff und Balakireff.

‘The Beethoven Sondts, a work cast
in the grand style—reaching at times
to the sublime, and sald to be
by the composer as his finesi—was
elucldated with transcendental beau-
tles—~the first munmmt with its rest-
less drama! , the second with
serene qualmu. lnﬂ the third breath-
ing the spirit of phantasy. It was the
embodiment of perfect balance of de-
sign, secure in d.-llnntlv- mm-pmm
and abounding In shimmering tone

FINE CHOPIN MUSIC,
‘The Bach-Buson! Organ Choral was
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for its purity of style, clean
sentiment and masterly
while the fine Chopin Polowll

s, the artlst again rose to lofty ||
technical and Interpretive heights, the
c being speci Bripping
in its aj The planist's own
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