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concert that Rachmaninoff had been
distinctly su when he heard of
the action the Soviet government,
and that the first he had heard of it

was when he read it in the newspapers.

| That he evidently was pleased, how-

ever, by what he seemed to think a dis-

tinction was apparent yesterday. And

y far from shrinking from playing the

com tions which had aroused so
mh‘:;e wratil; l“:l his nkatMrg ll:lgd. he
. . o to clude work o own
Rachmaninoff ReplieS {0 amongst the encores—the famous
“Prelude in C Sharp Minor”

Russian Criticism After His This great Russian artist, justly
: famous for the magnificcnce of his
Recital Here. technique as a pianist as well as his
work as a composer, seemed in fact
very much at his ease yesterday and

Wrestling with a pair of rubbers, a E:t at ;no:\m;:dul::_d by the verbal scourge

woolen scarf and an overcoat, Sergei .
Rachmaninoff, the great Russian phn‘lst He played the Bach-Taussif “Organ
and composer, flung out a brief “Proud | Choral” with dignity and much warmth
of it!" when questioned yesterday on of tone, bowed at the tumult of ap-
what he thought of having his composi- plause that greeted this and with
tions banned by the Soviet government, scarcely a pause, turned to the slow and
and thereupon beat a hasty retreat from ! rather nostalgic Beethoven ‘‘Sonata,
his dressing room after a brilliant re- | Opus 31, No. 2.” Again barely waiting
cital at Constitution Hall. “Why for the thundering approval to subside

shouldn't I be?” he added. h% ‘:te‘g;n ti:e fgurisﬁlectiom of ghok;ﬂ?
“Have you anything else LW e played with consummate s :
the ban?” g . AP | Although the greatest excitement,

“No!” He called back, having run ' musically, of the afternoon came when
partway down the hall. “No!” And | he played his own two compositions, it
he was gone—leaving many admirers seemed as ify the Liszt “Voices of the
knocking vainly on an outside door to| Wood” and \he Balakireff *Islamei,”
get a view and p:rhaps an autograph | from the point of view of rendition,
from the most distinguished of modern | deserved easily runner-up honors. And,
Russian composers, | of course, the encores which his vast

In the fleeting “proud of it” which audience insisted upon were also played
Rachmaninoff volunteered to an inter- | with impressive ability.
viewer y-sterday, he seemed to give way As in the memorable Paderewski re-
to an impulse to say something which | cital—so as to insure the artist being|
he had denied all questioners since he |able to catch a reasonably early dinner
first learned that the Soviet Union had | —a man at this point walked out upon
taken him to task for being over- the stage and closed the piano—and
reactionary and not musically attuncd |told the audience in unspoken words.
to the class struggle going on in his| “That'’s all there is—There isn't any
country, more!” and vanished.

It was rumored after yesterday's E. DE 8. MELCHER.
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