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RACHMANINOFF.

Brilllant Recital at Massey Hall by
Russinn PLinist,

Scrgel Rachmaninoff gave no truly
magnificent performance in Massey
Hnll last night. and, with the real
Lhumility and modesty of & great artist,
he wns happy in its reception by an
nudience which followed his work with
keen delight and Intelligent interest.
It was s mther small house, and from
the quiet that prevailed while the
master bent over the plano, he might
have been quite alone In the dimly
lighted hall. But when that house
applauded, it equalled in volume that
of a@ny capacity audlence. Rach-
maninoff, In acknowledging the ap-
preclation and enthusinsm with grave
bows, and his quiet little smlle, \never
forgot to send his grateful glances up
to the top gallery, where some of his
most earnest listeners were seated,

Although the arrival of late-comers
rather spolled the continulty of the
Beethoven Sonata, opus. 81, it proved
A happy and impressive opening for
a program which was one which de-
manded much from the planist- If
Rachmaninofl's performance last night
had been nothing more than a display
of technique, o feat of endurnnce, it
would have been remarkable; but it
was so much more, so much greater,
that, as the program cnded, with his
own “Prelude in € sharp minor,” that
part of his genlus wns almost forgot-
ten. Rachmaninoff has maglc In those
long, white fingers of his which puts
life, color, soul, into anything he plays.
His offerings last night Included a
gavotte by Gluck-Pauer; Wober's “Mo-
mento Capriccloso,” which sparkled
and danced; Schumann’s cxquisite
Etudes Symphoniques, and two fine
Liszt compositions, an Etude Trans-
cendante, “Herolca,” and “Tarantella
Venezia ¢ Napoll,”

Rachmaninoff commenced the scec-
ond half of the program with one of
his own compositions, “Variatlons sur
un Theme de Corelll,” which he was
playing for the first time in Toronto,
It was o privilege thoroughly apprecl~
ated by audience, but when they
tried to tell him 85 in a torrect of
applause, he almost bashfully took
refuge from thelr pralse by hurrying
into the next number. There was no
Chopin on the printed program, but
when Rachmaninoff came back at the
end of the evening in response to a
great ovation he played a Chopin ma-
zurkn in D major and 8 waltz {n E
minor., With almost mischicvous ine
tent, he waited untll the final encore
to give the Frelude without which no’
Rachmaninoff program seems quite
complete. It 15 good to hear it from
the master's fingers. The concert was
under the management of Norman M.
Withrow,
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