Newspapers
by <Dlancestry
https://www.newspapers.com/image/838722614/

The Buffalo News (Buffalo, New York) - Wed, 21 Oct 1931 - Page 18
Downloaded on 17 Nov 2025

' a_highly in

|

Sergei Rachmaninoff (

Distingnished Russian Composer-Pianist Discloses
Fine Art in Performance of Piano Program,
By EDWARD DURNEY

Sergei Rachmaninoff's recital Monday
evening, in Buffalo Consistory audi-
torium, goes on record as the Lirst ma-
jor musical event of the present season.
The occasion found the famous Russian
composer-pianist in fine fettle and his
exceptionally beautiful performance of
program must be
regarded as a treat to. linger in the
memory,

Everything Rachmaninoff prezented
was finely chiseled and, in most re-
spects, of ideal ptoportion. As =ver
the qualities of profound musicianship
and sane calculation dominated his

readings and many were the beauties |-

of enlor and contrast revealed.

The pianist chose the. Beethoven
“program™ sonata, opus 81, its three
movements carryving the titlez “The De-
parture,” “The Exile,” "The Return.'
The entire presentation was admirably
suave and coherent, of fine dynamic
effects and clarity of exposition. A
generous contribution was the Schu-
mann "“Etudes Symphoniques,” and here
in parformance was the art that con-
ceals art—the power to reveal in tum
the music's changing monds, its poetry,
its color, its brilliance—all with an ease
which made for concealment of the
prodigious technical demands of the
composition.

* Honor as composer and performer

came to the distinguished Russian with
- —

The composition shone in the exquisite

his presentation (first performance) of
his own Variations on a Corelli theme.
The composer has selected a cantilene
theme of th and appeal and with
rare skill he has developed a fneinnt-'
ing set of wvariations. In this writing |
Rachmaninoff has eschewed startling
novelty but he has woven a varlicolored
musical fabric which discloses no little
invention and unerring planistic sense.’
The work may be counted a distin-
guished contribution to the literature.

performance the composer hrought to
pass,
An interesting couplet comprised the |
Von Weber “Momento Capricciose™ and |
the lovely Gluck-Pauer “Gavotte,™ the'
same gavotte which is more familiar in |
its Brahms arrangement and which %o |
often iz plaved too slowly. Delizhtful- |
ly fresh and spirited was Rachmani-
noff'’s treatment of the Gluck-Pauer
opus. |

The brilllant Liszt “Etude Transcen- |
dante” and “Tarantella Venezia @ Na- |
poli” completed the evening's officlal |
liat of offerings, the artist reserving his |
encores for the close,

The audience was large and appre-
clative. f

The Rachmaninoff recital was the
first in the Philharmonic series under
the local management of Mrs, Zorah -

Berry, |
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