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of his own compositions, “Variations
sur un Theme de Corell.,” The
theme of the early Italian master
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major to minor, embroidered the
theme with a web of harmonic pas-
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})hony played last year had a classic
eeling. The essential spirit of the
theme was taken through a series
of emotional transformations which
enlarged its scope and squeezed from
it the last available of feeling.
The composer's playing of his own
work was noth short of marvel-
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The s&m “Etudes Sym-
phoniques” may be subjected to the
same criticism as the Beethoven.
The technique and masterful con-
ception of the.whole was undeniably
superd. But Schumann was & ro-
mantic of the most outstanding type.
he wrote had a strong
al flavor. His espe-
cially marked here, nearly over-
shadowed the sentiment, yet again
Rachmaninoff’s interpretation left
us uawarrantably cold.

The last half of the program,
starting with the Corell “Varia-
tions,” was quite different. Rach-
maninoff’s “Liszt” is magnificent.
There was appropriate brilliance in
the “Etude Transcendente” and an
almost unbelievable range in dy-
namic control, from tremendous
fortes to whispered pianissimos. If
the variety of tone quality is not
great, the subtle shadings in
ume compensate for it in ‘Liszt.”
Never do the terrific technical diffi-
culties hurl themselves at the listen-
er. Rachmaninoff is too fine a musi-
cian for that. His sense of beauty
and balance is predominent.
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