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[RACHMANINOFF IS SOLOIST

1

Program of Russian's
- Works Attracts Large
 Throng to Symphony

By JOHN K. SHERMAN
| The highest summit of A music
season that has already risen to
| many peaks of grandeur was
| reached at last night's all-Rach
{ maninoff concert in Northrop au-
ditoriim, with the composer him.
| self as guest sololst.

Serge Rachmaninoff is & figure
of such commanding importance
in the music world both as com:
poser and planist, that it seems
presumptuous to indulze in the
urual detailed cr . One is
persuaded to listen and to absorb,
o usa the opportunity of his ap-
pearance here for drinking in
what he offers us rather than sit.
ting a'0of in the customary objec.
tive attitude.

.

That, at least, is a personal re-
action to the program that pre-
sented; in addition to the artist
himsalf, two of his greatest or.
chestral compositions—the Second
symphony in E minor and the sec.
ond piano concerts in € minor.

great Russian artist to devote the
! entire evening to his works. It
gave us full opportunity to study
and understand his idiom and to
make contact with the breadth and
scope of his personality as raflect-
ed in his composition, It was a
rare and precious opportunity in
which we may not

e

Perhaps from no other living
comporer do we recsive more the
impa-t of personality, of personal
philosophy in terms of tone. The
effort. to express these things has
iately gone out of fashion, for
most of his contemporaries are
more occupled with the search for
ariginality of expression than with
the matter which s expressed
Rachmaninoff has preferred to
stay outside of the mad scramble
for now forms and methods. We
imagine he has small patience for
the furore over atonality and poly.
tonality and other experiments de-
#igned to accelerate music’s natur-
al and gradual process of evolu.
tion.

e

Whatever his views on this
score, his music makes deep and
lasting impression by reason of its
sincerity, its intense seriousness

- AT NINTH FRIDAY CONCERT

It was a fitting tribute to the |

\
| Dr. White Named

Zuhrah Potentate

P TRy

Dr. F. Denton White,
dentiat (above) today had been eloct.
et potentate of Zuhrah Temple of
the Shrine, succeeding W. R. Sto.
phens, The annual election was held
Friday nizht at the Shrine club, 2346
Park avenue. Other officers elected
are Raymond G. Butts, chief rab.

ban; Martin H. Otto, assistant rm]

ban; Elmer H. Smith, high priestand,
prophet; William MacPhail, oriental
guide; J. 8. Pomeroy, treasurer; J,
F. Gould, execfltive secretary, and
George K. Belden, trustee for three
years. Mr. Stephens. Dr. White, A.
B. Bainbridge and Herbert C. Todd
were named imperial representa.
tives.

expressiveness, an artist whose de.
ceptively halting manner as he
walks to the piano is belied by’ an
energy that seems concentrated in
his arms and lonz-fingered hande.

We have spoken littls of the
orchestra’'s  performance . under
Ormandy, or of the latter's aston. |
ishing feat of memorizing and per.
fecting the symphony in a #ingle
week's time, Suffice to say that |
their work set a standard which |
few orchestras or conductors attain, |
xmn-nwuu is lucky to have sueh |

s s
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and its
The symphony and concerto we
heard last night illustrated these
qualitles, and they fitted in with
the jicture he made on the plat.
form—an unassuming. unsmiling
figurs who wears his greatness
modestly and is content to let his
music speak for Hself.

Some critics suggest that his.
music 1§ not truly Russian,
classic foundation and structure
Terit more from Tschaikowsky, the
cosmopolitan  Slav, than it does
from Moussorgsky and his col-
leagties of the last century who
went to Russian sources for thelr
nn-glmlnn. This may be in a
meastire trtie, yet the reflective, In-
trospective mmd of his writing,
with its defifite trend toward pes-
simism and resignation, seems
5 moro ‘Russian. than anything. else.

in pessiziism never plumba the

n‘mnnw dq'llhl M ‘Tschalkowsky,
but is rather the mirroring of a
personality which, it brooding, is
nevertheless composed and temper.
ate,

RO

|| The asymphony is cast In tra.
ditional style; Its forms and man-
ner may he orthodox but Its con.
tent is the vital stuff of personal.
ity, mot given to smiling, or flip.
pancles or even joy. Even its
spirited sections are always under.
lined and surrounded with the
grave probity of the composer's
purpose. It is long and prolix —
a lingering prolixity which, as in
Bchubert, seems disinclined 1o
abandon & theme or idea once it is
volced. It is twined with long,
graceful and willowy melodies that
touch dark depths and are clad in
+| dark hues. Its adagid is a verita.
ble ode to melancholy, which turn:
away from, rather than faces the
world, and drifts inevitably to
gloom. This seems the keynote of
the work, despits the dramatic
flair and dash of the more affirma.
tive final movement.

The concerto, one of the lovell
est of its kind, was given the fin.
est reading ever heard here. With
the composer at the plano, and with
Eugene Ormandy imbuing the
orchestra with almost divine po
.| ers of interpretation, the pertor.
mance was a miracle of vitality,
subtlety and interpretive insight.
Rachmaninoff is as great & pianist
5| a8 hs is a composer, for he show.
ed himself master of nuance and

i

iAfollowing the mnn Mhn of of.

in Northrop audi- ‘;I
\oﬁum.

MACCABEE TENT |
NAMES DR. MEDOF |
Fdward Haas tent of

today was headed by Dr. B. AL Mey
dof as

ficers. Other officers for 1932 are!
Sam J. Cohn, past commander; Per.
ry Sheftel, lieutenant commander;
M. D. Himmeiman, chaplain; Louls,
V. Kerner, record keeper; Z Dock.|
man, finance keeper; nldngy Sway,
sergeant at arms, and

vise, master af arms, M. h
and B. Wolfson are guards; Jack|
Rose, picket; Ben Kieffer, sentinel,||
and Julius B. Badiner, trustee.

'RELIEF GROUP GETS
AUDITORIUM FEEEi

Permission ln use the - Minne-
apolis auditorium free of charge was
ven for the first time to the
Minneapolis Direct Relief committee,
headed by Oscar W, Behrens, secre.
tary to Mayor Willlam A. Anderson.
Behrens submitted a request to the
city council asking free use of the
Jan. 16 for a “prosperity
hall” planned to raise money for
the unemployed. All services In
eonnection with the function are to
be donated. he said.
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