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: [ arranged by Liszti and his own com-

RUSSIAN PI

With the flrst soft notes of, Cho-
' pin's Third Ballade, his opening num-
ber, Serge! Rachmaninoff last eve-
ning captured his audience, and im-
mediately convinced them of his mas-
téry of the plano. Every note was
as clear-cut and distinct as a silhou-
ette,

softer chords, playing them with a
tenderness that made the music live.

Russian artist displayed marked
stage presence. Apparently quiet and
reserved almost to the point of ti-
midity, he nevertheless was obvious-
ly the dominant personality in the
Senior High school auditorium, al-

persons in his audience. Prior to each

the sea of faces, and waited for com-
plete silence. Then he played.
For two hours he played—effort-

held his hearers. At the end of more
than one number, a deep intake of
breath throughout the ball jndicat-
'ed the emotlonal temsion of the
| crowd.

1‘ The first four numbers were Cho-

’pln's. The' highly lyrical qualities of
| the first three of these—the open-
. ing Ballade, the Nocturne, and tne
| Valse—were emphasized by the art-
{ist. Then came the contrast—the
| heavy, almost savage beats that char-
i acterize the Polonaise, And the audi-
| ence applauded as one person.

| The three numbers, however,
| which most captivated bis hearers
| were Beethoven's Sonata Appasion-
| ata, Opus 57; Schubert's Serenade, as

While the noted composer and pi-
an!st handled the heavy, sonorous
compositions with masterful tech- |
nique, he appeared at his best In the

Tall and slender, the 589-year-old .

most fllled by the more than 1,000

nwmber he stopped, looked out over

less, unhurried. For two hours he
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. position, the Prelude in C Sharp Mi-
| nor. In the first movement of the
| Sonata Appassionata, particularly, he
| displayed his artistry by the deftness
with which he brought out the strik-
ing contrasts; musiclans present de-
| clared his rendition of the Serenade
the most perfect they had ever
heard; and when, as the first of the
i flve encores demanded, he struck the
opening chords of his Prelude, the
audlende interrupted with sponta-
neous apptause,

The third group was made up of

a group Nf songs. most of them light
| and airy: Dedication, Schumann-
Liszt; Smugglers, Schumann-Tau
1 sig; Malden's prayer and The Return
| Home, Chopin-Lisza: Serenade, Schu-
| bert-Liszt; Brooklet, Schubert-Rach-
{ maninoff; Daisies, Rachmaninoff; and
Spinning Song, Wagner-Liszt,
! The sole composition of his own
on the regular program—Daisies—
'was in marked contrast to the Pre-
ilude. The latter, heavy, minor, typi-
| cally Russian, he played with the
strength it demanded, to Dalstes,
plaintive vet light, he brought the
deft touch given only by skill plus
deep feeling.

In an interlude, Howard Bement
" expressed the appreciation of Mrs. O.
' C. Hamilton, who sponsored the
| event, for the co-operation of vari-
| ous persons and concerns; voiced the
| appreciation of the crowd to Mrs.
| Hamilton for having brought the
ifamous artist to Asheville; and an-
| nounced that Friz Kreisler will ap-
 pear in concert here on February 20.
. Mrs. Hamilton herself today ex-
pressed her pleasure at the size and
- appreciation of the audience. "It
| was the most successful concert 1
| have ever been connected with 1in
| Asheville,”” she declared.

| Mr. Rachmaninoff leaves this aft-
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1500 Attend i o
VA tten j“':“e"e he makes k.ﬂs home —W. J.
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