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Rachmaninoff

By STEWART B, SABIN
FProgram
Variations, C-minor ..... Beethoven
Bach

Prelude, E-major
(Transcribed by Rlchmanlno")

Nachstuck, opus 23 . .... human
Impromptu, F-minor ...... Behuh-rl
Invitation to the Dance
....... . Weber-Tausig
8¢ hem from Midsummer Night's
IR v s wtis o L 08 s bl Mendelssohn
(‘I‘mmcrlbﬁd by Rachmaninoff)
Two Preludes ....... Rachmaninoft
(a) Nocturne
(b) Ballade .. ........ccc0o00 Chopin
(a) Sonnetto del Petrarca
(b)) RBADIOAIS ..voverrnniosniss Liszt

Sergei Rachmaninoff's plano re-
cital in the Eastman Theater last

night closed the evening concert
series in that theater for this sea-
son. The audience was one of the

large ones of the season, Over it
the great Russian pianist held sway
| as completely as in the past. He
| has, to the writer's mind, played
more interesting programs, but
| never played more Interestingly. He
remalins in some respects the most
entertaining of the great planists;
he is the most vital and the faet
that his remarkable musical imagi-
nation is almost fitful adds to legit-
imate Interest because It is governed
hy fine intelligence and founded on
superior detection of what s
dramatic and bauuuful in the musie
he plays.

No pianist gets so much contrast,
such variance of power and quality
of tona within formal limits as does
Rachmaninoff; his  Beethoven
variations were romantic; his Bach
prelude rhythmic galety and
strength in tone. Immediately he
chunnd to brooding over Schu-
mann's Nachstuek and then took
all the possible impression of dull-
ness out of Schubert's impromptu.
Wh it Tauslg did with Weber's fine
old waltz and his own rawriting
for piano of the Mendelssohn
scherzo Rachmaninoff made im-
mensely  brilliant  performance.
Despite insistence by the audisnce
Rachmaninoff refused extra num-
bers at intermission,

His own preludes were hy turns
seriously impressive and brilliant;
his Chopin nosturne lyric and the
beliade conceived as rising to
dramatic climax such as few pian-
iste can attain. His Liszt was
magnificant uchnlcll dramaties;
one rather belleves that Rach-
maninoff in his playing, in his
dramatization of all he plays, in
his constant search for and attain-
ment of vividness, carries om the
Liszt tradition, Yet nobls music,
he plays nobly, and hia recitals
make piano playing as exciting as
it musically can be. He furnished
last night, with program and ex-
tra numbers at the end, an excel-
lant finale for the Eastman Thea-
ter evening concerts of this season.
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