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RACHMANINOFF PLAYS
OWNCMINOR CONCERTO

Composer-Pianist Soloist With
St. Louis Symphony Or-
chestra zt the Odeon.

By mom B. mmux
HUGE audience went into
tures yesterday afternoon at

leon when Sergei

off, the celeb-ated composer-pian-
ist, played his own piano concerto
in C Minor with the St. Louis
Symphony Orchestra. Why so
many people with troubles of their
own should be made “appy by
such sad, sad music can be com-
pletely explained only by a mcho-
pathologist but the late

Moore furnished a clew when ln
said that the sorrows of life were
the joys of art.

Mr. Rachmaninoff’s sorrowful

in this instance, have been
wrought into a symphonic “torch”
song which can be counted on to
rake the emotions fore and aft
even when performed by an ordi-
nary pianist. But when the solo
artist happens to be the composer
himself with his extraordinary
hands, his extraordinary head and
his dominating personality, the ef-
fect becomes hypnotic, and the
more susceptible tend to go off into
swoons of ecstasy. Such was ob-
viously the state of affairs yester-
day. The audience could hardly
have been more concentrated in its
attention or more nearly unified in
its response.

The performance, both on the
part of the soloist and the orches-
tra, was of virtuoso size and quality
nd met eury demand made by the

ism of the music.
It was tul.l.-blown rich in color and
strikingly lecented. Mr. Rach-
maninoff's thority
was derived, of emu'oe, both from
his oneness with the music and
from his mastery of the instrument.
His instinct for tempo, his effective
use of time accents and the control
of dynunlu whleh enabled him to
mold his p 1y,
were all oomponent pu'tl of this

mastery.
The orchestra under Viadimir
Golschmann was en rapport with
the soloist at all times. The ac-
companiment corroborated the solo-
ist in all important particulars.
Mr. Rachmaninoff locked

cores, he finally yielded, playing
his own “Troika” and Moussorgky's
“Hopak."”

The orchestra also scored in the

Franck Symphony in D Minor. In
th.opinlouotthhnﬂw,lth
a better work b
emam‘hmu:uranlt. '.l'ln
audience apparently liked it wvery
much.

The concert began with Brahms'
overture.
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