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RECORD AUDIENCE
HEARS VIRTUOSO

His Majesty’s Theatre |
Crowded to Doors for
Rachmaninoff’s Recital

——

CLASSICS FEATURED

——

Music by Beethoven, Chopin
and Others—Compositions
and Transcriptions by
Pianist Also Given

———

“8.R.0." was figurntively hung
outside His Majesty's Thealre last
night for the plunoforte recital
given by Sergel Ruchmaninoff. It
was like 0ld times to see row upon
row of cars parked outside and,
when the curtsin went up, tv see
rows of people seated on the stage.
It - was also an old-time audience,
ons which has largely disappeared
In these days of depreesivn, Its
Qidressed fiself in a disturbing rest-
lessness which lasied  throughout
the concert. Moreover, its collec-
tive palm itched to the extent of
punctuating the music now and
then with spusmodic bursts of ap-
plause in M3 eagerness to show it

's

s

eiforts.

All of which was very disconcerts
ing for those whe went for the pur-
pose of listening to the music. The
famous planist himself musL have
felt it for he aAid not  seemn alto-
gether happy, noi, generally speak-
ing, Were his interpretations cast
in their usually profound musical
mould.

The programme consigted of well
worn classics. Incerest was centred
chielly on the Sonuta in ¥ minor of
Beethoven, cumm;‘nlv called  the
A Rk, My

oft’s marvellous mode of execution

course made the performance an
unusual one, It was first and fore.
most & virtuese uchievement, how-
ever, which alss fs not customary
in the case ol this artist. He had
thought it ali out very carefully
heforehand and knew just what ef-
feels he was going to obtain. The
first movement might he described
ax & study in abrupt contrasts,
nevertheless, literally speaking, a
perfectly correct resding as anyone
who knows the score will vouch.
The theme and variations which
constituted the second, were treated
in & muech more poetical and imag-
inative manner. Also Mr. Rach-

u
tempo marking= here more than
most pianiste do.

The remalnder of the programme
was devoted to pleces of smaller
dimensions. There was a group of
Chopin, the Nocturne in F sharp
major, the Mazurka in C sharp
minor and the F minor Fantasy.
The nocturne was une of the brig!
er spots of the recital. It was beau-
tifully played in a full blooded,
romantic fashion without any em-
phasis upon its somewhat faded and
feminine sentiment. The fantasy
wns one of those items which suf-
fered by the audlence’s anxiety to
show its admiration for Mr. Rach-
maninoff’s  genius.  Half  way
through, the clapping started and,
of course, killed the effect of the
entire piece.

In the second half of the pro-
#gramme, the charm was centred
upon & humble bul lovely Schubert
Imprompty, in F minor. Only an
artist of the calibre of Mr. Rach-
maninoff could have treated this
simple and soulful little piece of
musical conversation with such fine
Individuality and so carefully and
so earnestly. Two preludes of his
own and Schumann's popular
“Nachtstueck,”-Opus 23, completed
the really musical part of the pro-

Sramm

Other Items were arrangemen's
and transcriptions of varylng
grees_of worth, The performer's
ewn plano version of the prelude
from Bach's Violin Bonata in E
major sounded scholarly and was
piayed in that pecullarly abrupt,
dry and sweeping way which Mr.
Rachmaninoffl ix sv fond of eéx-
hibiting sometimes. WIith all due
respect, one cannoi voice the sa
congratulations on his arrangem
of the echerzo from Mendelssohn's
“Midsummer Night's Dream” Suits,
which sounds monotonous on the
plancforte depending as it does for
it effect to a great extent upon its
colorful orchestration. The Webers
Taurig “Invitation to the Dance”
need not by taken too seriously. It
i amusing in plano dress.  Fuf-
thermore, it was magnificently

¥

Mr. Rachmaninolf was generous
with his encores. He corcluded
(with his C shurp minor Prelude, the
opening bers of which were com-
Inlunly drowned by the nolse made

=

by the excited audience. p
T. A
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