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Musicand the Drama

(Conducted by LAWRENCE MASON )
PN

A GREAT RECITAL.

Rachmaninoff, M::.;tcr Pianist, Gives

Fine Program in Massey Rall

The pgreal Russian master, Sergel
Rachmaninoff, clesed the 1983 series
of “Tucsday Nights at Massey Hall”
yesteraay with another of his typleally
magnificent piano recitals. The more
cne hears this  superb player, the
more one admires his colossal tech-
nical equipment, his penetrating in-
sight into the heart of the music and
his sincwy power of stamping his
own personality upon everything he
 plays. One does not  resent ihis
strongly personallzzd intrrpretaticn in
his cuse, because the man behind the
artist 15 great cnough to make his own
commentary on the composer’s mes-
rage # mabier of rofound impaort

He reversed the first two numbers
on his pregram last night. opetning

of prolongud applause. Schubertl’s’?
Iitle-known but lovely Rondo in D-
major followked, then =& brilliantly
handled Debussy suite, and then a
Chepin cncore.

After the intermission came a novel
and subs.an:al werk, in the rech.alist's
claborate and searching *Variations
on a 'theme of Corell,” which no one
but a giant of the keyboard would
dare atempt, least of all with such
bursts cf burning speed. A graceful
but complex Borodin Scherzo was
waken w. dizzy velocity, and then the
Weber-Tausig  “Invitation to the
Dance” tollowed, bearing so little re-
semblance to the too-familiar orches-
{ral version as to seem like another
~transcripsion” by Rachmaninofl him-
seif, IL rairly ran +he gamut between
Oriental languors and orglastie fren-
wics. but was, of course, a prodiglous
display of virtuosity.

Msondzlsschn  was translated 1nto
Rachmaninoff next: this reviewer has
no fault to find with brilliant trans-
formations of such hackneyed items
as this and the preceding Weber num-
wor, If thoy are to be included at all
in such an cxecellent and novel pro-
grani. they must sulfer a sea-change
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inlo samething rich and strange. Two
encores fallad to calm the clamorous
applause, so [finally, with something
ke a sardonic smile relaxing his iron
featurcs, tho planist played the C-
sharp minor prelud2. and every one
went hama thoroughly happy.—L. M.

i with Beethoven, and ~hen proceeding
to hiz own ranscription of Bach's E-
! majcr Sonata {ar violin alone. This
{ was sumptuously scored, if one may
thus indleate his orchestral treatment
‘of the piano, and 52 splendidly playedl
(a5 ta call forth +wo scparate reunds
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