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GROWD APPLAUDG
RAGHMANINOFE
REGITAL

By Paul S. Nathan !

At the height of his great powers, |

Sergei Rachmaninoff returned teo

Oakland last nizht and. in the face |

operatic competition across the

irew a throng of entht
the Auditorium theater.

was a reception to warm the
of any artist. Playing with
€ int, making no obej-
4 the zallery, Rachman-
is auditors through sin-
omplete mastery of his
One feels his attitude
uncompromising as his
irreproachable there
takes-me-or-leave-me
he is performing
rigid laws of his
science. And one
ir ully.
u seek for other pianists to
eomp him with, there are none.

1€ restra

Q

Gie g deserves te stand beside
hin not because of any simi-
lar “hen vou have heard Rac

inoff, even such men as Horo-
witz, Iturbi, Lhevinne and such a

distingh as Mjyra Hess
seem to c st place.

Last program opened
with a br reading of the Bach-
Tausig Toocata and Fugue im D

m r. certainly one of the most
st sus works in organ or piano
1 re. The m sang.
the kly shif s and
r s K there

and
that made It!

was abo
grandsur of
memorable.

And in Beethoven's D major
mata, Op. 10, No. 3. one could re:
ize how cunningly Rachmani

£

e Is the mechanics of his play-
ing, only the warmth and

harm of the music. No
. a dign a1
e full flavor of

is reviewer, no fer
opin, the Chopin
int st. The erzo
glowed with flurried
and the Ballade in A flat

wide range of the pian-
t's technique and emotion.

Two of Rachmaninoff's own pre-
Iudes—one in G, one in G
minor—followed intermi
wers and exq 3
plaved. luding triptych of
i served as an exhibit of prow-
ess. The Ballade, Valse Impromptu
and Rhapsodie, No. 11. sounded a
significant than
are—a tribute to the
ties, if not to his choice

Among the encores—and these
demanded—Rachman-
zned Prelude in C
caused most excite-
) prelude has been
plaved to death: but wi the
Cf ser plays it, you begin to see
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