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By HARRY R. BURKE.

8t. Louis yesterday had the dis-
tinction of hearing for the first
time anywhere in a regular sym-
phonic season Sergie Rachmani-
noff’s newest work for plano and
orchestra, his *“Rapsodie on a
Theme of Paganini” Opus 43, with
the as its It is

a work so brilliant, so important,
that memory of it leaves a mere re-
viewer almost at want for words;

Rachmaninoff Pla?ys _
With Symphony His
Newest Composition

Soloist Provides Climax to Brilliant Concert
With Opus Revealing Master’s Under-
standing of Piano and Its Resources.

what can be said that is not repe-
tition? His clean pianism, his daz-
zling velocity, his thundering power,
his subtle appreciation of tonal
nuances as  the web of melody
passes from solo instrument to the
orchestral choirs, and back

chiming
Yesterday these were all in evi-
dence again. Rachmaninoff was his

gasping
its thrills, finding difficulty in ex-
an-lu its own enthusiastic emo-

that resentation—Rachmaninoff,

Golschmann, who gave
him a superb accompaniment, and
the 38 members of the St. Louis
Symphony Orchestra. It was one

plement of players is but the exten-
sion of t.h.x;nnhu of condl_:ctanlnd

precisely as it left the audience|unperturbed and impertur! f.
which in the inter at the | Appreciati, could m:o.t;.':y
Municipal Auditorium yesterday | mgore,

afternoon walked out in

on.
Ninety men had collaborated in |3, o

of those occasions when the com- | 5P

Mr. Golschmann had lead up to
the Rachmaninoff work with one
of the most notable of all

P for Gol (]
tra was splendidly responsive in a

Theme From Paganinl.
Rachmaninoff has taken a theme
from theme which was
used by Brahms in his piano va-
riations. Upon that th he has

work which is astonishingly diffi- in
cult.

ons,
each of them is of intrinsic musical
interest. Each of them reveals a
master’s invention in the treatment
of a melody. But they reveal, as well,
a master’s understanding of the
pianoforte and its resources, and a
master’s understanding of the or-
chestra. Its very difficulties are

There are big constructive dimen-
sions to the work.

It is a Gothic structure Rach-
maninoff has raised; one in its im-
aginative comprehension compara~
ble to a work of Bach. But it is
essentially a modern work—mod-
ern in its rhythms and its accents,
modern in the kaleidoscopic com-
binations of its tonal colorations.
Yet there are gargoyles—curious
and colorful accents—adachronis-
tic in the conventional sense, time-
less, one believes, in their h

born of this informed musicianship,
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significance. There are the clangs
and the dissonances of today. But
there is an undying beauty of mel-
ody, and there is a ted
movement rather than a brooding
introspective mood such as is popu-
larly associated with the composer’s
name.

Rachmaninoff's newest work Is
far from being a concerto for pi-
ano and orchestra. Writing for
himself, the composer has made the
solo instrumemt but one of the
many instruments in a virtuoso en-
semble. In the form of a theme
with variations he hes built, like
many other masters a towering edi-
fice of tome.

Thundering Power.
Of Rachmaninoff, the soloist,

I 1

inner voices, a emo-
ﬂonll.l but never m;:th. from intel-
ectual moorings access

its emotion. o

terday and with Mme. Rachmani-
noff was in the audience for the
final number, which he cordially
appreciated.

The program will be repeated
again at 8:30 o'clock this evening.
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