Newspapet;g The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec, Canada) - Sat, 11 Dec 1920 - Page 6
by Plancestry Downloaded on 31 Dec 2025

RACHMANINOFF IN
G0OD PROGRAMME

Oiferlngs Pleasing to Popular
 Taste of Windsor Hall
Audience

———

Sergel Rachmaninoff received an
ovation last night from more than
a thousand persons who filled com-
pletely the auditorlum of Windosr
Hall and overflowed to seats placed
on the stage. The enthusiasm of the
sudience reached a high pitch when

in response to insistent applause the
pianist yielded to the very evident
desire of those present by playing
L famous Rachmaninoff prelude,
ere is little to be sald of this
artlst's performance which has not
beén written and re-written sinee
his phenomenal success of the last
two seasons with the musleal public
of the United States has created al-
most a Rauchmaninoff vogue in that
ntry. His clear staceato almost
cliiselled manner of execution com-
bined with an intuitive feeling for
dalicate effect give to every number
of a programme n charncteristio
cameo-like distinetness no matter to
what writer the composition owes
ite original eonception,

This was fully [llustrated last night
in & programme which was the cause
of considerable discussion and Aif-
forence of opinion,

The serious muslclans who went
to lnst night's comeart to sit am it
were at the feet of a master were
Sistinetly disappointed that the pro-
gramme was o gome oxtent of the
more popular classionl type, The dn.
gite to hear something of Rach
written for the nlano, mot adapted

- organ composition, by one of
the few living planista who eould do
such work full justioe was heard
from more than one soures, 4
A the other Hand the vast malor.
tF of the audienoe enjoyad to the
the more simple fare and ex.

d that enjoyment moat au-

opened with a familiar
No. 9, sneounterad
on the programme of len.

pm of the flve Mandals.
without worde might
taken as a model an there
absent the smudgy
often eonnected with
Hona,  Deux Novelet.
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tes of Medtner, introducing the
slightly mvstic note of the classical
Russian mode fermed a fine con-
trast 10 the Meadelssonn number and
1o the Debussy fantasy which follow-
ed {t.

In the fifth number the CLSpin
Ballade was substituted for the
Barcarolle as listed on the pro-
gramme, This proved the best Cho-
pin number of the evening the wallz
which fullowed being Chopin in less
inspired strain. An additional Cho-
pin waltz, however, played as an en-
core proved more accepiable.

lachmaninoff's own compositions
were interesting but emphasized the
composer's addiction to the heavy
bass rhythm and revealed nothing
new in his art.

The programme closed in orthodox
fashion with the Liszt “Ehapsodie
Espagnole” which served to show the
far-famed Rachmaninoff brililancy
of technique to perfection.
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