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MUSIC

By Richard Aldrich

The New Yerk Symphony Orchestra.
Tha Russian composers whom Mr.
Damrosch fllustrated yesterday In the
historical series he is giving with the

| New York Sympheny Orchestra in Car-
negie Hall were Glinka, Tschalkowsky,
Rimsy-Karsahoff, Stavinsky and Rach-
maninoff. The program was headed by
aAn arrangement of the Volga boatmen’s
song, ** Cry Ouchnem,” made by Glazu-
roff--an arrangement made by Stavin-
tky that was put on the program being
considerad not robust enough.

Glinka was represented by his over-
ture to the opera. '‘ Russian and Lud-
milla,” written before thare .was any
** Blg Five " or much thought of mak-
ing a national school of Russian music
under the influecnce of Russlan folk-
song. Not the slightest {nfluence of
this sort !s discernible in the overture,
& cheerful and brilllant plece, which
might have been written almost any-
whers In Europe in the late '30s.
Tschalkovsky's representation by his
fantasy on ** The Tempest®™ was not
fortunate; the plece has few of Taechal-
kowsky's characteristic qualities; it is
very long and rather tedlous. Tachal-
kovsky's Rusaian side does not appear
In it at all. and as a pleca of program
music 1t does not carry much cenviction.

Rignsky-Korsakoff's rich and oriental
Imagination is hardly given fuller play
anywhere than in his ‘' Scheheramade,'’
of which, however, only two movements
were given at this concert. A sults ar-
range< h%hsv.uvln;ky himself from his
ballet ** e Fire Bird,"” caine next. It
wiAs announced as played for the first
time in this country; but this is not
true. The suite was played heres last
scason (five movements Instead of four)
by the Boston Symphony Orchestra, and
tn 1018 Mr. Damrosch himself played a
suite of tha same origin. Perhaps it is
not of Teat importance:. but these
things being ar they are, it is a strange
proceeding to announce this number as
“new ; first time In Amerien.’”" It may
be sald now, as was said at the previous
performances (and the remark Is not
made for the first time in America) that
Justice is -ot done to Stravinsky’'s musi
to the {Inventiveness, imagination an
plicturesquenesas of his suite, by playing
the music thus apart from ita context.
It stands th!s treatment better than
‘* Pstrouchka '* no doubt, which was dis-
membered in the same 'l.;’ earller in
the season It ia of delightful fanciful-
heme, boldly fantastic, capriclous, in-
genicus, plicturesque; and much of all
these qualities undoubtedly persist !n
the music when there is no scene and
nc artion for 1t to fllustrate.

Tere waz finally, Mr. Rachmaninoff

medlate!y appeallng than the third and
Mr Rachmaninoff played it most per-
suasively, most beautifully. It galned
much admiration.

Yumself to play his second plano con-
ce~to: the one that is perhaps most |
famiiiar to this public It 1a more im-
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