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Famous Pumst Performs
Brillxantly — Large Audi-
Northampton, March 8—One of the

largest audiences of the season

grested Sergei Rachmaninoff at

Smith college- this evening, on the

occasion of his planoforte recital.

From the opening bars of the Bach

Chaconne to the close of the last

encore the pilanist carried his au-

dience with him, irresistibly. With 1t
him it is not a matter of technique. |t

It is the compelling power of a great

mind, which understands beyond

question the music played and im-

presses convineingly his interpreta-

tions upon the minds of his hearers.
If particulars need be mentioned,
comment might well be made upon

the tremendous massiveness shown in
the Bach-Bfisoni Chaconne, the free-

poetic insizht; and upon the striking
contrasts in pace, touch, and phras-
l.ng in the successive pictures of the

Schumann Papﬂlonn. Here, t:ls)i else-
where in the program. a notable re-
straint was apparent in Rachmani-
noff’s use of the pedal. He never al-
Jows the pedal to blur his finely-
judged staccato passages, nor to mar
his clean phrasing.

Especial interest was attached to
the playing of two of his own com-
positions, the preludes in G major
and B flat major, both strikingly
| | beautiful numbers, abounding in ef-
\ | fects of color, and absolutely unlike
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the favorite prelude in C sharp minor,
which is more elemental in its emo-
L | tional content and simpler in outline
and in technical demands
: Encores were freely glven in re-
sponse to i-sistent demands. Among
these being the Mendelssohn *“Spin-
ning 8ong,” and a major song with-
out words, No 47, and his own .C
sharp minor prelude,

Rachmaninoff has matured Im-
mensely since his former appearance
F | at .Smith college, about 12 years ago,
the occasion being his first public re-
F 4 cital given in America. He was
E strikingly. sincere and Jimpressive

then. He has become one of the
greatest masters of pianoforte play-
ing and of musin,
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