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SERGEI RACHMANINOFF,
: Sergel Rachmaninoff, the great Itna-
L]
o

gian planist and composer, and a pro-
gram of Mozart, Mendelssohn, Chaopin,
Liszt and Rachmaninoff!
. That statement tells the story of ene
e-| of the most thrilling evenings musieally
-| that Rochester ever has 'iad. Just a
| short time ago Fritz Kreisler held thou-
@ sands spell-bound by his art: Jast night
*| Rachmaninoff did the same thing. Per-
®.| haps no other artist who has appeared
I | this year has been able to do quite the
*| same thing, and this is proof that both
| men are supreme in their particular
t | fields,
i It s almost futile to say anything

® labout Rachmanino®, He is without
| doubt one of the few very great pianists
"‘ of the day: the program calied him “the
I Russinn master planist” and the title
is deservedly his. The piano to him is
f : an instrument that is just as easily han-
| died as the violin is by Heifetz; passages
i that abound in technical pitfalls are
_| played hy Rachmaninoff with a smootn-
ness and ease and grace that is as-
Jmundinm He playse with a ravishing
i | benuty of tone and with infinite variety,
Pi“' produces a beautiful singing tone
k and in passages of the Mozart Sonata he
L played with a delicacy that was in
L | marked contract to the sonorous heauty
. | of some of his Chopin, or in his own
L | Prelude in G Major, upon which, of
L | course, the andience insisted,

L | The program given last evening hy Mr,
| Rachmaninoff was skillfally arranged
.innd was one that was enmnlative in of- |
| fect, e started with Mozart's Sonata |
I.\'n. 0, then went to Mendelssohn in five |
iof the “Songs without Words:" !ourl
| Chopin selectinns; two of his own com- |
| positions: and finally  the startling |
“Rhapsodie Espagnole” of Liszt, It
'was one well ecalenlated to shew the
| artist's pianistic abilities and was fine
musie all the way throngh, though osne
wonld have enjored hearing Rachman-
Linoff play gome Beethoven.

The Mozart sonata is one full of mel-
| ody. grace and charm and Mr. Rachman-
inoff played it superbly. Especially fine

was the Menuetto which offers the play-
[ er more opportunities for the grand |
| gesture of which Mr. Rachmaninoff is |
J-n fond. The Mendelssohn gongs wora |
| welecomed and Mr. Rachmaninoff phyad‘,
| them with spirit and full appreciation of
| their poetic beanty. In the song No. 47,
| especially, he was particularly happy.
| Mr, Rachmaninoff revealed new beanty
| in Cliopin, 1In fact, he seems to exhanst
| the beantr, and one coul not imagine
[ the four selections of last night ever hav.
ing bheen played more gloriously, The
first was a ballad which Mr. Rachmanin-
off performed in such a manner that the
andience had to catch its breath, liter.
ally. The other selections were a har-
earolle and two waltzes, one in E-flat
Major and the other in G-flat Major.
Mr. Rachmaninoff plared his famous
prelude immediately after the C
piause and then followed it, without
planse, and then followad it, without
leaving the piano bench, with two of his
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other companions, “Polichinelle” and
“Barcarolle.” The Prelude, of course, is
vow extremely well known, and in spite
of the way it has been handled by am-
bitious planists and at the hands of the
composery of syncopation it is musie of
great breadth, dignity and impressive
uess. The “Polichinelle" is in lighter
vein, though one does not think of Mr.
Rachmaninof as composing anything
that could ever ba ealled light, Its end-
ing is especially delightful and last night
the composer was foread himself to smile
at the unexpected final twist.

Mr. Rachmaninoff, looking like an as-
cetic, has an unusual way of playing his
program. He went from the Mozart into
the Mendelssohn without leaving the pi-
ano, and he went from an encore into the
next grounp in the same way. The mdi-’
ence was most enthusiastic and the con-
clusion of the Liszt Rhapsodia romlledF
him again and again until he had added
several extra numbers.

The concert last night was under the
management of Arthur M. See, '
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