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RUSSIAN PIANIST |

b

CHARMS HEARERS v
FOR TWO HOURS

After an absence of two years,|ry
Bergel Rachmaninoff returned to|b
Conventlon hall last night and de-| C
lighted a large aundlence of old and|th
new friends with q characteristically | f
brilliant exhibition of piano vir-| W
tuosity. He was acclaimed with the | (
heartiness which is the meed of the|p
true artist, rather than with the ex-
cesslve fervor with which too adula-|s
tive admirers advertise thelr weak-|]
ness for emotionalism,

For nearly two hours the Russian
master charmed, entertained, thrilled | ¢
and taught his hearers through a pro. | (
gram which was in Itself a testl.
monial to bhis conservatism and sin-
cerity.

Rachmaninoff does not wear his
raclal artistry on his sleeve, There
is little, if any, of the “Slavie som-|
berness"—largely pedantleast—which | ¢
g0 many commentators are fond of
reading Into anything and anybody
Russian, He is an artist first and
a Russian second, though it I8 {m-
possible to deny the betrayal of !}
certain racialisms in the very char-|j
acter of his programs, q

Lovers of Chopin must alwaye re-
main indebted to Rachmaninoff for
hig scholarly reading of his Chopin
group. It aroused the mogt demon-
strative enthusiasm of the evening. It
embraced a typleal ballade, a spright-|
1y mazurka, a dreamy nocturne, a
particularly Uiting little valse and
the dashing Polonaise, For an encore
the artist played another Chopin
valse.

Personal interest naturally center-
ed In Rachmaninoff’s own composi-
tions. His prelude {n C-sharp minor
1s a strikingly martial etching, filled |
with great sonorous passages and all |
too brlef, for even a prelude. 'I‘he'
beautiful polka, dedicated to his
father, Waselll Rachmaninoff, proved
one of the features and was perhaps
muore typically Russlan than anything
else. His arrangements of the Dizet
minuet was extremely Interesting,

The program's opening number,
Handel's “Ald With Varlations," was
far from being the least interesting
number, surparsingly sympathetie in
its reading. His encore was Mozart's |
*Rondo Turko.” Schumann's “Nove- ||
lette in F' eharp minor" was essential- |
Iy expository, almost stacento in its
steely Incleelveness and manifestly |
played for the cognoscent!,—F. A, M
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