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Music and 1
" the Drama ||V

Conducted by E. B, PARKHURST. || |©

RACHMANINOFF RECITAL.

The Russian Pianist Stire an Awdl-
ence of Three Thousand People s
to Wild Enthusinsm, 1
Tho eminent Russlan planist, fi‘
Sergel Rachmaninoff, was given a
magnificent reception last night at |}
Massey Hall by an audience of threo |c
thousand people, who acclaimed him |1}
with tumultuous enthusiasm, It was ;,‘I
‘|a demonstration of admiratlion that
far excecdod In  unanimity that "
which greeted him on hls first ap-
pearance here, \
Rochmaninoff gave a program
| which included numbers, which as
‘played by hlm, may be sald to have
almost exhausted the possibilities
These included the Llszt Second
Hungarian Rhapsody, with the
' | player's own cadenza; the Tauslg
version of Weber's “Invitation to
the Dance,” the Chopin Valse In D
Flat, and his own Prelude in C
Sharp Minor (the final encoro
number.) The Weber-Tausig was u
wonderful revelation of fluent de-
. | Mvery of brilllant bravoura passages;
the Chopin Valke n marvel of rip-
pling veloelty, with exqulsite tonal
quality; and the Rhapsody a splen-
didly clear exposition of technic.
Iis first two selections were
Handel’s “Harmonlous Biack-
|smith,"” with variations, and DBcet-
hoven's Sonata Pathetique. {
The latter shares extreme popu-
lprity amang amnpteurs with the
“"Moonlight” Bonata, but of late
years has made an infrequent up-
pearance on the programs of visit-
ing solo planiste, and Its reintroduc-
tlon last night must have been wel-
come to a large portion of the audi.
ence. The first movement, witl: ity
outbursts of conflict, relieved by
moments of rest In the portions
marked 'grave,” demands, it may
be thought, a certain license of free-
dom of interpretation, and in thiu
respect must appeal especially to the
emotional Russlan temperament.
And- Rachmaninoff dld not dls-
appolnt expectations in his tempes-
tuqus dellvery of the satormy
-passages. ‘' The  beautlful, peacoful
message of the eecond movement,
‘Adaglo Cantablle,” ia a refroshing
transition of mood, and Rachman-
inoff truly sang It on his instru-
y| ment with serenity of feeling at the
outset, expanding to a rapturous
expression, and then returning to
consoling restfulness. The finale, n
Rondo, was brilliantly performed,
and ita cheerfulness of spirit was
fully suggested [n the rendering.
The second group of pleces—Bar-
carolls, Valse and Polonalse—proved
thaet the pianist hes n speclal sym-
pathy nnd genius for the rendering
of Chopin's musle. “Thres Falry
Storles,” by Nicolal Metner of Mos-
cow, followed later, and, although
unfamilinr, crented a very favorable
Iimpression. « Metner s recognized as
A most accomplished composer, but
the revolution left him in poverty,
and he had for some time to earn a
poor .8ubsistence &s a village school
teacher. ¢
The fourth group of molos Intro-
duced three of the player's own
compositions — *“Ttude Tableau,”
“Dalsies'’ (a transcription of his own
song), and the Prelude in B flat
major. The latter, while it may not
attain the vogue of the Preluds In C
\n| sharp minor, 1s a strikingly robust
work, elaborated from a motive of:
great declslon, and with some form-
e | ldable left-hand work of a florld
d | nature. It was splendldly played,
i1|.and created a furore. Rachmanin-
o | off also played a Blzet Minuet ns
9] adapted by himself—a charming
d | achlevemont.
le| The program was very much ex-
tended by the numerous encores
— | 8lven In response to inslstent ap-
.| plause. On the whole, It would bo
difficult to Imagine a grenter degree
of success for a plano recltal,
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