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It was & wsort of red letter night at
the Temple last evening —what one of
our departed writers used to call an
occasion of “"eclal”, Whatever the
motive that diew out that auditery,
It was a pouring of people that the
1 Temple hus not seen -in-some years.
Extea chairs were lined up close to
the stage, und there were perhaps o
hundred or moro at the rear not able
10 got seats who #tood through the
performance, The throng must have
reached a total of over 1,600, And It
was more than merely a great com-
pany. There was an eager, almost
oxclted interest about the thing that
one felt from the beginning. .
The enthusinsm tore loose with the
first serious number, the Beethoven,
und at that it was far from belng the
most Interesting item, despite the im-
mortal name attached thereto, In
fuct, mustering up the memory of the
gorgeous qvening with the full chord-
ed opulence and dynamic processlons
of the 4ater numbers, this first one
seemed & bit meagre. But the great
man re-entered without undue deluy
and grunted the extra that was want-

ﬂle Wonder i,v Rachmam‘noﬂ'

‘8Y WESLEY E. WOODRUFF.

this he took the earlier time rather
more In motion than we are - 44
tomed, and he worked a tremen

variation of stress with it—now ris-
A dad Metioh s aeon, lawae
cho ng an O

the close, falling in its cadences to |

a.misty echo t‘pmdlnc.*-- -

If the Idea Is that of ‘bells then this
“program"” is alluring und stimulates
oues imugination, for the thing per-
sists In suggesting the might of pon-
derous dur throuted vibrations. But
In annotations regarding this, in one
of the catalogs, it is stated that
Rachmaninoff found the theme of the
three notes on a prison wall-—perhaps
the work of a prisoner, In despair
and about to be exiled to dreary
Biberia. Anyway It was potent and
it I8 an experlence, to have heard it
from his fingers,

The most Interesting thing general-
Iy Is the general Impression ‘of the
performance. The glant composer is
also a glant physically, He towered
ubove our usually accepted helght,
and seemed way over six feet-—and
slender, Mis movement; for so large’
& man, wilk, positlon at the key-|
board, and bow, were easy, dignified|

ed. Bo he wus respunwive through
the evening, glving extras after the
detached numbers at the beginning,
and then from the mldqle polnt re-|
malning at the plano and carrylng
the program through us It wus, with-

und gnve more extras.

Hero we weore, loking the actual
presence of a great man, whose con-
tributions to the literature of. music

" Guantity-—compositions  which
gonerally speaking, do not use all the
idlom of the school of neo Russluns
like Goatchaninoff, lppolitof-lvanof,
Archangelskl and others, but which
I8 more like the musicnl habit of
Twehalkowskl. The former group
pourma to us still exotle, whereas the
Hidiom of Trchalkowskl and Rachma- |
ininofl is less wo. Rachmaninoff s
'known In  the orchestral creative
[world, and for plano his opus num- |
[bers nmust ere now have reached
lvast sum, Agein he hasx glven to!
[the Russinn church  some of the'
| kreatest  treasures of lts  liturgical
| music settings,

And. too, here was, in person, u
man who had Kono through Russla
much of the toll'and fret and terror-
ism of the new regime, und who In
despair had fled to these shores,

which though more new in the items
of moflern civillzation, still hold but
the most generous and  welcoming
hand to music-—for Russia, a8 he
says will not reach again her musical
glory for decades

Most grateful to the audisnce was
the well remembered Prelude in (.
wharp minor, perhaps the best known
and most played of all the Reah-
maninoff  compositions  for plano.
Thin, of course, held Interast cloge
vlveted, and many wersa the sup-
prossed exclamations and wonder-
ments ut the manner of the playing
from the very fountaln head, In

out additions, until the last event, af-|
ter which he cheerfully came bu(‘l}lmm"‘h the room, |

K have been very great in quality and Lelupity: — Hvery note-te—henrd Tlery -

dnvested with that wubtile eloquence

und accomplished with a reassuring |
krace, The expression of face was
ever pleasant, though somewhat ab-'
sorbed, and along toward the clowe |
he yielded to the enthuslasm of the
wudience and relaxed Into ' a grate-
ful smile, which sent as radiance:

In general - style and equipment
Ruchmaninoff (s amazing in technical |
resources. His use of pedal was ex-
traordinary, A strong characteristic!
of his_playing Ix its most wonderful'

etcfod and ranges along  with its)
brothers In orderly and clear cut)
definition, whether the passuge runs |
at breath taking speed or whether it
delays along In a spondaic solemnity, |
whether the procession 18 thut of the
ponderous masses of tone, or whether
It Is reduced to n whispering cadence,

Again, the starm of his style in its
elustic eloquence us 1o stress, None
of the great have so much employed
the plannissimo, or have given the
hearor greater tone beauty und
swaying = tenderness, The fingers
#oes imbued to the tips with sensi-
tiveness.  And then, too, the plastic
utterance of  phrases. They were

that comes from masterful co-ordi-
mation of mind and muscles and
fingers,  Tremendous  power  here,
liting grace of melody so that the
pleture glowed with the merging and
the variation of color, and of light
and shade,

There was no moment that was lack-
Iug In Interest— no second of time that
thik sway of the man's great person-
wlity wus not felt. In some features this
playing suggests Hoeman, In some re-
apects, In Its freedom and emanclpa-
tion from mere technle, It ia like
Giralnger. But anyway it is very won-
derful very Individual and It has left
the impression both of wonder and of
gratitude.

Anmun‘ the avira numhers were the
Turkish Mozart; the Chopin D flut,
known am the minute walte; the
Tucherkwoksi Im  Trolka and the
Debnusy gollywogs.
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