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THE LYRIC

Sergei Rachmaninofl. [

iz=:

Last night's audience at the Lyrie
came within an ace of being grievously
disappointed, The majority of its mem.
| bers had comé with two sel purposes
firnt, 10 wee the man who wrote the €
| ahaep minor prelude, and second, 10 ¢
(him play it. Dvorak hbgs his “Homor
esque,” Hehumann  bis “Teacumerel,”
8 | Hubinstein his “Melody v F,” Mendels-
sohn hix “Bpring Song” and Sergei bin
“Prelude.”

After sach group the ajplause was
long and inslstent.  One coald fairly
hear the palms beating the message,
“Give va the Prelude! Give us the IPrel-
ude!”  But the evering bad wended itn
melodious way and no preiude bad been
fortheaming.  Then came (he closing
group, two etodes by Lisst, the one in
E major, and “La Campanelln” Noi only
had Paganini further embroidersd upon
I"Abbe Liszt's original excursions, but
Busoni Las trken the “Campanelln” and
subjected it 16 additional pyrotechnies,
At its conelusion the merry clumor agnin
set up in enrnest. In anwwer to nn ap-
pluuse thet was rapidly becoming threat-
ening, the long, stooped, hored Russian
again sented himself at the pinno, With
the opening A and G sharp, the audience
knew itw pllgrimmage had not been in
viin, and n mighty outburst grested the
bold announcement of the € sharp.
“The" Prelude at last!

The procram opened with an “improv-
isation" of but meager interesi by Nie-
olul Medtner, who swapped his early
Brohmsian horse for the more eantian-
kerous stead bearing the ultra-moderns |
and almost slipped into the streans of |
medioerity Io 8o doing.  The overplayed
Beathoven wonata, Opus 067  (ususlly
dubbed (he “Apassionnta™), was next
in line. The reading barked along clan-
sie lines, and we thought how vastly it
differed from that more vividly imngi-
native, more profound reading we had
heard it accorded when Paderewski in-
cluded it on one of his farewell pro-
grame some years ngo.  Von Bulow cau-
tioned ngainst speeding the glorious
Andante at the expense of the following
Allogra ma nom troppo. Rachmaninoff
heeded the word of adviee, although the
sacond movement might have been re
[tarded n teifle, ; 4

Treading unpen the heels of a Chopin ||
| Nocturne and Valse came the B flat |,
;m'mnr Sonata, op. 35 Sebumann |
claimed that here “Chopin had bound
together four of his wildest children.”
But what children! Every movemeni a |
highly wrought eameo of sueh exquisite |
heauty as almost to bewilder the he-
holder. Not a aingle thread to hind the
quartet, but what of it? There was an ‘
ieritability that marked theoecasional
enteance of the counter theme in the
first movement, a smoldering r-nk-{
r-'mnm. A greafer orescendo might have 1
h  murked the opening bar of the Srhlrn.'
~ but what grace, what airy charm! And |
Ithen the lulling trio in G flat. From
- | there back to the snappy little Scherno, |
s and then into the somber, forbidding
| Marche Fumebre, A burst of song in|
¢ the middle only to return to the in-|
n | sistent thump of the march and from

| there to the Presto taken at such a
4 tempo as only the musical gods mny['

| dare. h
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J‘ Rachmaninof's own “Melodie” (B
fint) and “Serenade” (somewhat elab-
E orated over the published version) |
| shared honors with Moskowsky's “La
dongleuse,” which appeared so deceiv- |
y | ingly simple as it rippled from the
| erouching pianist's fingers. To be sure, |
there were wrong notes, but they were
Kood ones at that. G. K.
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