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CONCERT GIVEN BY
RACHMANINOFF IS
PERSONAL TRIUMPH

Language Seems Inade-
.
quate When Trying to
S0 .
Describe Recital.

Great pinnists come and go In the ane
nnls of a concert season. Soma creale
favorable Impressions and are forgot-
ten; others become pleasurable mamor-
ies, while still others leave such won-
derful Impressions that the mera men-
tion of the name of tho artist Is suf-
ficient to hring to memory the entire
concert in all the glowing details of its
baauty and artistry. %

Such was the concert given at the
Murat yesterday afternoon by BSergel
Rachmaninoft, Russian plunist and com-
poser.

Never does our, language neem 8o In-
ndequats as when trying to_speak or
write of such an occnsion as Mr. Rach-
maninoft's recital. All we can do Is say
he is & genlus, for that most nearly
conveys what he means in the world of
art. His Is n personal triumph, n blend-
Ing of beauty, Intelliggnce, technigue,
balance, polse end fluency of expreasion.
He s first of all an individunlist. Every
number that he plays becomen his own.
He violates all the cut and dricd rules
of technlque and of Interpretation., He
makes attueky that in the handa of an-
other would be bad, but under his won-
darful fingera they hecome the grentest
artlstry, He has a way of playing a
melody tone that no ono could finitate
and achleve anything. For his playing
it In perfection. He takes a lot of hack-
neyed “war horses' of the concert plat-
form and recreates them Into something
nntlre!E different from thelr original In-
tent. But you like it, It gives you a
thrill that few musicians can give to
you, And surely If there is a God-glven
rift It is to play upon humanity as he
vlays upon It.

Rachmaninef Virile.

Afr, Rachmaninoft s a virile perform-
er, he In seldom a poet. He plays even
the funeral march from the Chopln
Sonato (Op. 356) vigorously, with sharp
contraats, with a blare of trumpets that
wouild hardly be really deacriptive of n
funeral march, but yow like it. 1t Is
inapirational, it almost pulls you out of
vour seat, and you never stop to think
of what a funeral murch should be llke.
The Jugglereas (Moszkowskl), that love-
Iy etudy In light balunced rhythmie cf-
fects, ho tears through and glves a b‘lg
ratard at the end, just exactly the op-
posite of the way covery other artist
ploys ft. It Is not really the -‘Jug-
gleress,” but It |s the most charming
performance Imaginable, and one that
will be copled by all thc amateurs,
Anid, no on to the eml of the perform-
unce, It fa nll Rachmaninoff. It Jx
pertect, and you will not hear his equal
in_many o season.

Mosf poetic of his performances was
s own simple composition “‘Melody.!
In It he gave his most singing tone and
most delfeate exposition. His Sercnade,
u new number to at least one of his

nudlence, was another of the delights |/

of the program. His Liszt Ftude A
flat, was glowingly played, not. as we
usually hear It, but it was very cffec-
tive. The finale to the program_Wwas
the ever _lovely Strauss-Shulz-Evier
“Reautiful Blue Danube,” If there was
onc soul In the audience who-dii" not
warm to the wonderful charm of this
number, he did not belong at a con-
cert.
Chopin Group Delightful.

‘The entire Chopin group were dellght- |

fully given, *“Nocturne, Valse,” and the

entire sonata (Op. 35), To thls group
Ite added the Minute waltz as an en-

core.

Weber's “Rondo Brilllante'” became a
naw number under his supple fingers,
und an  “Improvizgation” (Medtner)
gerved to open the ‘program. To this
list of programmerl numbers he added n
Valsn (Tschalkowskl), 7 “Romance,"”
called the “Smugglers” (Schumann-
Tauslg), and his  own *‘Polchinello,”
and left the audlence shoytlng for the
“Prelude.”  Seen backstage, he sald h
had forgotten the “I'relude’’ and hope:
never to henr It agaln! By this he
means the © sharp minor Prelude, for
while he has composed 'many others,
|rhn1 is the one audlences wlways clamor
ore

All honor and glory to Mr. Rachman-
inoff. May he come again and sxaln to
play for ue. ? ’.
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