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? off’s Exquisite '1':\:h-;11
¢ Delights Throng, De- |4

.. spite Stale Program. 3

L. STOKES. 1
more, in his recital before | g
—capacity house last night |1
Sergel Rachmanl. |
his craft |1
‘furbishing secondhand wares |
mawking them for new. Since |1
Russian planist is an artificer |
one sometimes forgot the | N
4 and worm-eaten musical fur- |
giure Do was renovating, in the in-
3 : watching with what ad-
Be applied & coat of gilt here,
mﬁﬂ a rent there. or plied the
acmum cleaner upon the grime of
game RACiENt tapestry
wirtuoso's lack of enterprise in
-making may be due partly
apathy of a composer natur-
:H“:hfbﬁ in creative work. who
finds Bimself compelled t lay the
in public for a elihood.
5 also, his temperament is re-
He has boasted of being
s old-fashioned as Haydn' To
tim, & seems, Chopin is a modern.
The new currents of music have
pamed him by, and llkewise the
ationalistic spirit of his own coun-
at his recitals,

o iR Do e g e

the inevitable “Minute ' g
a8 an encore: Moszkowski's | |
euse.” liszt's Etude in A-|]
and finally, for a show- | o
vier version of| |
Strauss’ “Beautiful Blue ||
ude” In addition. the pianist | ]
two of his own compositions. |
“Nelody” and “Serenade,” and, as|
exras at the end, a Tschalkowsky |
waliz, the inescapable Prelude in - i H
sharp Minor, and the Schumann-
faveig “Contrabandistl.”
Many anticipations were aroused,
hough trrationally. by the opening
‘zuzber of the program. “Improvisa-
fioa™ Op. 31, by Nicolai Medtner. if
‘memory serves, this was the first
‘appearance of Medtner's name on
i On his

it

L

story, won the Rubinstein prize for
plano playing. and toured Germany
a4 Russia as a concert virtuoso.
lawer he becams professor of the

asga

“his work shows virtually
10 tace of Russian nationalism.”
- % Instead of a modernist work. |
‘pungent of the Slav race, we heard
i the “Improvisation” a pleca wit
#me delicate dlssonances, but one
inteinsleally classic. It had beauty
42d power, with melodic distinction:
I was sincers in fts spontanesus
ool but it might have been writ
13 §) years ago.
The pianist was not in his deepest

T

of his commentaries.

Prelude. of which he must be
sick, was played with an

of suffering; and he dispatched
Birauss waltz with dutiful reso-
wclon, showing a mild interest only
™ and then in some phrase of

P TP R

melody.

Ms playing. 6n the technical

Was ravishing. Few other
M:ma #0 elegant and

it & planissimo, such feather-

faintiness of touch, so airy a

“hmnwrlnx tone

its stately funeral march
chattering finale. 4

playing of the
“lﬂr&l“ll Years ago at the
rendition harsh and ter-
With it clangor of iron funeral |
42d its inexorable trampling
=m, like the tread of Fate. |
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