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H (By Willlam Walker Todd)

| An audifenca of fully 2,500 music
lovers was prasent last night at the
I('uliseum to greet the world-re-
inowned pianist, Rachmaninoff, who
fwas presented under the local man-
(agement of Mrs. Frances Otey Al-
len.

morning to ideal weather conditions
lbrm.l;t-.t. in large crowds from a
wide territory surrounding Shreve-
‘port. so that when the great artist

 appeared upon the stage ha faced
one of the largest and musically se-
,]ect audiences that has ever gath-
ered in Shreveport for a piano
recital.

The heating system of the Coli-
seum was in perfect working order,
'giving a summer-like temperature
'over the entire building, so that
| there was no unpleasant condition
‘to detract from the perfect enjoy-
!ment of a musical feast that will
linger permanently in the memoriss
!of all present.
| Thke audience, despite its great
'size, was one of thes most flatter-
| ingly attentive ever gathered in the
| Coliseum, the most perfect quiet
being preserved throughout every
|number, it being possible to have
ihe:n‘d the proverbial pin drop dur-
(ing any of the pianissimo passages.

Rachmaninoetf, in addition to his
towering genius as a piano virtuoso,
| conductor and composer of sym-
phenic works, chamber music, op-
| eras, songs and piano works, is one
of the most interesting and in a
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The sudden change yettardayl

{  B. J. McDaniels—DBath, 403 Bois-

' AUDIENCE OF 2,500 CAPTIVATED
BY WiZARDRY OF RACHMANINOFF

|manner baffling personalities in the
‘musicel world of today.

! With a most unassuming, in fact
‘almost deprecatory manner, his ap-
‘pearance upon the stage is as de-
tvoid of aifectation or ostentation
‘as it is possible to imagine, whila
| his playing is almost utterly free of
any of those physical mannerisms
|that so often mar the keyboard
work of even the greatest. ;

} A kindly, serious face, graven
{with lines indicative of a sensitive
and deeply introspective nature, hig
countenance only cccasionally light-
ed by a half smile in the m oments
when he is acknowledging the ap-
plause following each number,
Rachmaninoff seems to reserve, as
far as possible, his physical
strength for the stupendous tech-
|nical feats he sets for himself at
| the keyboard.

The Chopin “Fantasy,” the pro-
duction of one of the Polish tone-
| poets’ most virile periods of com-
position, was a marvelous exhibi-
tion of the most perfect cantabile
work imaginable, with alternating
moods of fiery passages displaying
the ultra-perfection of technical
equipment. The Schumann “Carne-
. val,” a series of playful musical plc-
‘tures woven into a homogencus
| composition, was a giitlering mo-
|saic, clear and perfect, under the
‘iliuminating glow of his marvelous
l1;)hmmixm.

In the Chopin group which fol-|sevaral shipments in recent weeks |

Ilowed, Rachmaninoff displayed

,sm'h a warmth of inspired interpre-

tation as left one questioning if he
'might not legitimately be accorded
the place of greatest living Chopin
player, especially in his delivery
iof the “Polonaise"—frequently
(known as the *“Revolutionary"—
'which was almost stunning in its
intensity.

| It was to be regretted that his
|program did not contain a larger
!group ¢f his own compositions,
|though the two given were prob-
'ably the most popular and represen-
tative of his smaller piano works.
The perennially popular “Prelude”
and his very characteristic “Sere-
nade” are fascinating tone pictures
and of the true artistic metal that
can never becoma worn or hack-
neyed no matter how cften they
| may be heard.

| Moszkowski's playful “Juggler”
quite captivated the audience, while
the venerable pianistic war-horsae,
the Liszt-Paganini “Campanella” va-
riations, beloved of all artists for
its limitless opportunities for legiti-
mats technical display, was vivified
by Rachmaninoff into one of the
'most electrifying keyboard tours de
force it has ever been the privilege
of the writer to witness.

| The glittering garment of techni-
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Alleged Leaks From Foreign
Embassies to Be Thorough-
ly Investigated.

WASHINGTON, Jan. 25 (By the
Associated Press.)—The machinery

of the federal government has heen
set in motion to ascertain whether
any foreign embassies and lega-
tions here have brought into the
country excessive shipments of
liquor which later was diverted into
the hootleg trade in the national
capital.

As a result of recent disclosures
by the Washington police, who op-
enly charge that some foreign en-
voys are using their diplomatic im- |
munity to supply bootleggers, the
treasury department has sent mem-
orandum to the state department
which §s understood to call atten-
tion to certain “unusual shipmenits
of liguor coming to embassies and
legations here,

“While no formal protest concern-
ing the shipments was made, high
treasury officlals sald today that

were of such magnitude as to at-!
tract the attention of prohibition |
enforcement officers. The treasury
was represented as believing that
more liquor was coming in than
was “reascnably required” by the
staffs of the forelgn representatives
here.

The treasury spokesmen declin-
ed to express an opinion as to
whether any leaks in embassy and
legation stocks had originated from

the large shipments referred to.
Neither would any official reveal
which of the diplomatic represent- |
atives were concerned in the mem-
orandum sent to the state depart-|
ment. |
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Baggage delivered. Phone 73.
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BRUSSELS—A fresh regiment at
full war strength left Antwerp to |
|relnforce Belgians in the Rubr, "

cial standpoint the concert of last
night was an eminent success, and
| Mrs. Allen is to be most heartily
! congratulated on the gratifying out-
come of the event.

Rachmaninoff's manager, Mr.
Smith, stated that in the event the‘
| concert of last night met with suf-
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cal ornamentation with which Liszt ficient response Trom the public, he
clothed the insipid Paganini tunme  would {eel justified at a little later |
makes it sound almost like music | date in presenting to the Shreve-
of a really high order, and when it | port music lovers Fritz Kreisler,
is given in such a manner as Rach- | probably the world's most popular |
maninoff delivered it last night it living violinist, which promised |
is something to be remembered for treat will be welcome news to every |
a lifetime. 'musician and Kreisler admirer in |
{ Both from an artistic and finan- |this section of North Louisiana.
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