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RACHMANINOFF RECITAL 1S
ONE OF PROMINENT EVENTS
"OF LOCAL MUSICAL SEASON

By ANNA MARIE TENNANT

Brilllancy of tone, depth of feel-
tnterpretation made the plano con-
cert given Tuesdny night at Mem-

in the different phrasing

Aaigticult to belleve that

they were hands at all. He
has no mannerisms, mdeed one for-

orial hall by Bergel

outstanding events in the musical
history of the city, Rachmaninott
made his first appearance (n this
city Tuesday night, under the aus-
ploes of the musle committes of
the City Fed: tiim of Women's
tlubs, The noled planist-composer
proved himselt astist to his fin-
ger tips, and his entire program
was that of a lovely poem, each
number seeming to be a bit of
artistry, o p.rha! complement of
its p

‘l‘hrouhout the program, which
included four of Rachmaninoft's

and action. One felt after listen-
ing to it, that the muale really
lived, wns something more than
mere notes culled from Ivory and
strings. The player dld not hesl-
tate to interpret the numbery In
his own way. He also proved him-
self different “from the usual run
of concert artisty when he dared
to glve & pri in which #here
was no trace of modernism.
Everything of the program of Tues-
day night was of the utmost clags.
ical tasts, Beethoven, Chopin, Lisat
and then the planist's own numbers,
a group of four, which opened wi

his famous “Prelude in C Shar
Minor.” This latter number has
always proved a favorite with pian.
ists and when Rachmaninoff started
'to play It, the mo‘umco showed its

ugh ap
applause. Other numbers of the
own compositions were:
a lovely haunting mel.
dy; tude Tablemu” marked by
|u “atately rhythm, and then the

“Minuet.

'l'ha hands of Rachmaninoff
seemed to be possessed of magic,
for they flew 8o rapidly over the

famops Russian planist, one of the Gk

plan-
Ista, for he uhl selections famil-
lar for years to planists and gives
them a new, & vital and Iivable ren.
ditlon.

His program began Tuesday night
with “Sonata Appassionata” In
three movements by Beethoven. He
played tHe diffioult passages with a
wondertul ease and a fine
for tone color. This number al-
lmu for much expression, for at

08 the pacsages Would be filled
wuh tones as delicate as the tink-
ling of a silver bell and then again
the hall would vibrate with the
stately dignity and thunder of the

own compositions, he showed fire| porqe

The Chopin group, which showed
the planist's perfect control of pedal
and splendid Work of the left hand,
conaisted of “Fantasy” ‘“Valwe'
“Noeturne,” and “Polonaise.* He
pleked the melodies from the key-

and seemed to shower them
upon hls audience In & maze of har-
monlc beauty, -

Machmaninoff was generoug with
his encores, for he played, “Rondo-
Brilliant" (Weber), “Minuet Valse"
(Chopin), "“Barcarolle” (Ra
inoff) and his own arrangement of
“Libeslled” (Krelsler). The mas-
terly program ot Tuesday night will
not moon be forgotten, for It was
4 musical feast.

As I approached the dressing
room of Sergel Rachmaninoff, after
the brilllant enocert of Tuesday
nlght, T saw him sitting doubled up
in a chalr, holding a long Russlan
clgarette In his hand. The firat
thing that flashed through my mind
was the status of “The Thinker,”
for the famous planist Is always
Just that in his plano compositions
and playing.

I Introduced myself as & member
of the press and Rachmaninoff im-
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rose to his feet, 1 was
Eolng to say to his tall helght, for
he towered far above my humble
#elf. . In more ways than one I had
to look up to him and indesd I was
glad to do o, for it is just such
kenluses as Rachmaninoff who in-
apire and make the world just a lit-
tie better.

He still held the long Russian
clgarette and while he talked he
drew & puff now and then. Rach-
maninoff seems to be almost a man
of sllence. He spgaks in broken
English and yet his phrasing Is
such that it is not difficult to une
derstand him, that is when he does
speak, 1 did not see him smile nor
did his audience, His face was al-
most _sphinx like in its immobility,
hut his keen eyes have n way of
looking straight at you with a hint
of whimiscallty,

.Dul then he must have the talent,

did not extend hia
hand in greeting to any one who
came back to congratulute him, nor
did he utter a word. He merely
bowed, & low bow, as he puffed
awny at his clgarette.

or else he can do nothing. He must
have the love, the feellng here,” and
Rachmaninoft struck his breast. "To
me [t Is always work, and yet how
much I enjoy 1" |

- Rachmaninoff praised the acous-

#0 many more questions that 1
wished to ask him, but others
crowded around and then the man-
ager dppeared and spirited Rach-

maninoff away.
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