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RUSSIANPIANIST
CHARMS AUDIENCE

Torrents Of Melody Pour
From Tips Of Rach-
maninoff’s Fingers.

By N. K. HART.

Torrents of melody that were spun
in fine and stately measures like

hi of d, disclosing at oncé
the characteristic vervé anf@l  pon®
derous touch of a genius and master,
poured from the instrument of Ser-
gel Rachmaninoff last night at the
Lyric theatre, and the Russian com-
poser-pianist completely captivated
the rather small audience with the
strength of his playing.

Rachmaninoff has has an im-
posing appearance on the stage, tall
and unbending in body and stern and
u lding In countenance. When
he ed with stately tread acrogs
the stae and bending quit elow over
the keys, his fingers of steel began
to produce music and melody as
sharp and distinct as the graven
cut lines of his face, and as awe-
inepiring as his manner. The com-
positions of the world's greatest mu-
siclans and the piece of his own com-
position became things of life, and
color and the audlence was swayed
by the intensity of tone and supple-
ness of rhytm and the variation of
touch.

The bold energy he gave to the
outlines of everythipg he played and
the steel-itke manner of negotiating
the Keys he displayed, lent all his
numbers the majesty and ring that
could not b sufficlently applauded.

The program for the evening was
well varied in that it gave the artist
opportunity to give expression to
the full scope of his powers. He
produced all that is beautiful and ex-
quisite from the treble notees of a
plano, all that Is majestic and solemn
from ' the deeper notes. FHis ‘digital
technique he proved to be all that
has been said of it and more, by
producing all the- poetry and color
from the compositions he played that
they possess, he proved that his
gentus is not only that of technique
but that of imaginative interpreta-
tion as well. He maintained a studi-
ed dignity throughout the entire eve-
ning that was in keeping with the
cal of his th but which
nevertheless was more in keeping
twith his marvelous mausical ability
than any display of temperament
and acrobatics would have been with
his superb renditions.

The program included six numbers
and so enthusiastic was the applause
and so determined were these present
not to leave the theatre at the con-
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