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|RACHMANINOFF TRIUMPHS

Had Sergei Rachmaninoff an-
nounced that he would play scales
and five-finger exerclses only very
likely people would have clamored
for tickets Just the same and re-
malned sealed in Philharmonic au-
ditorium until the lights were dark-
ened after four final encores.

In other words, Rachmaninoff's
plano tone |8 gloriously beautifu),
His technic {g Impeccable as ever,
and his interpretation uniquely a
{thing of spirituality and flaming
temperament That pale, haggard
man, walking with a limp slowly,
smiling wanly after pouring out the
treasures of his soul to a tempestu-
ously applauding capacily nudlence,
Is a smolitary a8 executant,
Just as his compositions are without
question today the foramost among
Russians, since Stravinsky must be
regarded a modernist before he is
counted as member of tha Slavic
people. He was heard last evening
at Philharmonic auditorium

SHORTCOMINGS NOTED

Two faults only could he found
with Rachmaninoff. One 1& 53 mat-
ter of opinifon How much more
could he glve tn the world, if he
were (0 devote it least half of his
program to Russian musle, that of
Moussorgaky, for (nstance, or his
own. His other shortcoming is
that alse of many artisis, A fallura
to announcs thelr encores, wherehy
=|~rnnrum in Inadequate, bscauas
tthey saparate themaslves far their
| listeners Similarly, his printed
Bach has written not less than six
{ "English Suites,” and the one
playved was not signified

But, Rachmaninaff s great. Hla
Beethoven “Sonala Appassionata’
was puresy Beathoven, of purged
passion, am compelling that an ever
enthusiastic public sat hushed be-
tween hovemenis How keenly
Rachmaninoff emphasizes the har-
monie element in Bach, whare |t
Appears horizontally in the running
melodles as mueh as vertically in
passing chords

TONES MARVELOUS

Liszt's “Funerailles” a fantasia
lamentoan, was majestic {n  grief
and unanswersd yearning Rach-
maninoff & munner of playing, with
but slightly curvad, never rounded,
finger joints, thus avolding tension,
hera produced marvelows, pura bass
tones, Ona would love to hear him
in Liszst's “Bt. Franals” legends,
whare, ax [n “St. Elizabeth,"” the laft
hand rolls massive but elear tonal
waves. Raohmaninoff's tone is par-
fact, a8 can he judged best in play-
Ing seconds. or even In that dash-
Ing virtuoso piece,  the “Spanish
Rhapeody,” by Liszt, tossed off with
auch color that one did not miss the
conventlonal orchestra accompani-
manta,

It was vivid musical playing again
in the Mendelssohn “Variations
Horieuse,” whera he conjures up
that sweat-volced composer In un-
usually pensive, sirong. vet Sehus
bert-llke, lyric mood Hare, ton,
whera both hands play a greatl dis-
tance (which I8 not always good
writing for plana), Rachmaninoff
excallad In quality of tona, rhyth-
min Interrelation, (deal ground and
light ataccato.

Finally, hizx Iz a parsonnlity so
imparsonal as to add strength to
that of tha compnseers he plays, yet
A personality one cannot farget.
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