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Rachmaninoff
Shows Mastery
of the Piano

BY ROBERT ESTCOURT.

Under the auspices of the Des
Moines  music  council, Sergei
Rachmaninoff, celebrated Rus-
' sian musician, appearing in a pi-

cano recital as the fourth attrac- |

(tion of the all-star concert series,

Ldrew a capaeity house last night !

inr the Women's Club auditorium
| Not only is Rachmaninoff a
| great pianigt but his expressions
{in the ereative field stamp him as

tone of the foremost figures in Ihu‘

musical world today.
His program: "“"Variations in C

Minor,” and "'Sonata Appassion-'
lata” of Beethoven; a Chopin

| group made up of a Scherzo,

[ Etude and Ballade, the planist's |

own “Etnde Tableau,”” and his
[famous *'C sharp minor prelude”
and concluding with the Strauss-
Godowsky "Artist Life" waltzes

was given to an audience that

ner to the eolossal plaving of this
supreme artigt, His Chopin was
rather individoaal, but to a pub-
lie suffering from an everlasting

the sonata and the variutions
came a8 a  congnling heavenly
breeze, The mighty genlus of
Beethoven for once was revealed,
ind philogophy-~through the me
divm of musie-held full sway
The only regret one could express
eonsiste in having had the tre
mendous  impression marred by
the deafening slapping together

ence  immediately following the
termination of the performance,

Though of an entirely different
character the “Artist Life"
wialtzes perhaps gave more pleas
ure to most of the listeners, The

of hands indulged in by the audi-

reacted in a praiseworthy man-

stream of bad Beethoven plaving, |

melodies  here  are bewitchingly

| beantiful, and through the in
{genuity  of  Leopold Godowsky
i {who in the opinion of manv erit-
{ies is the firgt man since Chopin
to write well for the piano), they
irnr'rvl\-ml a setting which abounds
{in marvelous effects with seem-
{ingly no end to contrivances of
almost insurmountable diffienlty
To overcome only the mechanical
nhetacles is a man's  sized job,
hut to deliver fhis novelty in the
|l wav we heard it {8 to stand self-
econfessed; an unquestioned mas-
ter of the pianofortie and of in-
tornreiation
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