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Rachmaninoff

Mr. Rachmaninoff, at the Acad-
emy of hualo last night, playing in

recital under Institute auspices, was
received in the manner that Brgok-
lyn audiences accord to those only!
who achieve the highest artistic stat-
ure. It was a Rachmaninoff “house,”
with over two thousand listeners
present, contentment enthroning lt-'

self on every countenance. And
when the first octave of the famous'
prélude smote the air, a gasp of joy |

-
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The same nobllity that characters
{zes Rachmammnoffs music is
felt in his planism, At the outset
last night!s pr e came Bach's
D major Partita (No. 4), in whic
the player, following in the steps of
his illustrious preceptor, Silotl, maas
alive and vital these enduringly true
pages of planofarte music. Variety
of touch and treedom of interpreta=
tion entered into Rachmaninoff's ex
position, but never at the expense
fidelity to the classic ideal. Ho
sparkling the vivacity of the closin
Glgue, with its rhythmically tricky,
subject, and how beautiful the bring-
ing out of melody in the precedin
Overture and Sarabande. Huch
interpretation should revolutionize
the chronic conception whlfh coT
monly dilsregards the melodic |
Bach’'s piano music. -

Schubert followed — the seldom
heard Impromptu in A flat and th
player's own intrinsically musical
transeription of “The Broolklet.!
Sympathetic warmth infused th
reading of each piece. IRRachman-
fnoff is one of three or four living
pianists whose interpretative sentl
ment allies itself spontaneously witl
the music of Schubert. Chopin's I3
minor sonata was the programme's
central number. A positive persoi
ality reared In the symelrics
strength of the outline of the work
as a whole, its design and develop-§&
ment clearly revealed, each move
ment yielding ils exelusive content
to the master's fine discernment, |

A Liszt group of three, “Consola
tion,” “Dance of the Gnomes" an
“Herole,” brought inlo prcminencegt
the superb cantabile «of Lthe player
yet 1t was another voice, distinct
from the cantabila of the (hopin
sonata. Turther- varieties of =style]
and poetry came In a IYairy Tale (I
minor) by Medtner, the plaver's ow
Ftude Tabhleau and Kreisler'sg
“Liebesfreud.” And then came sey
eral encores (a rnmm‘kgwy tangibl
Interpretation of Chopin's enlgmatic§l
A minor mazurka had preceded
earller by way of exira number),
with Rachmaninoff'a deft treatment’
of accent and dynamice makingl
ordinary pleces sound Interesting!s
Every technlcal secret 1= his, andy
the mastery thereof. But neve
does he make of techninue an out
ward show. At timea Aurine lash
night's recltal the nlaver's abstem- -4
fous pedalling cut the resonance of}
his tone. this fart falllng to mar
howaver, a performanra that was
glorfous. g

Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



