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THOUSANDS THRILLED

* BY RACHMANINGF

i

World-Famed Pianfst Scores
Another Triumph at - -
Massey Hall

| —— ~

Sergel Rachman!notf, world-
famed Russlan - pianfat, thelifed
thoutands when he played In Mas-
sey Hall last night for the tirst time
this season. On previous vialts the
great artist had capturod ihe hearts
of many muslclans, and whethoer thy
iove of mealody or the lurs of u
famous name had brought his hear-
ors there, Mr, Rachmanlnoff knew
that ero the night was over the suc-
cess of hls concert would be azpur-
cd. Tall, grave, dignified, restralned,

there was nothing In the personality|]
of the performer to indicate the|:

power and magic of hla art, and as
he entered the hall he appearcd
rather o learned university profeas-
sor than a renowned planlst.

The program opened with the Na-

tionnl Anthem, played as'never man
played, and then Mr. Rachmaninoft
launched on a program that steadily

grew In appeal and finally swept the|

audlence Into & paroxysm of enthusi-
asm, From the top gallery the
artist must haye recelved hls great-
est Inspiration, for It was packed
with young people—eager and ador-
ing. At the close of the evening two

youths who had noticeably reglsters|!

ed by every look and gesture the in-

tensity of their enjoyment were giv-|]

ing expression once again to their

appreciation.© The grave Rach-|)
maninoff, bowing sedately and amll- ||
ing a wan samilile, caught sight of}/
them. DIid he know them, or was it}
‘that the hero recognized hls wor-

shippers and heart spoke heart to
heart? . Whichever It was, his smile
deepened perceptibly, a glow of hap-
piness swept over his face, and to
this little audlence of two he bowed
again.

At the conclusion of the concert
the audlence stormed their applause,
and an encore was the result, Again
it called, and called, and once more
the musician responded with a mag-
nificent rendering of “Ruina of Ath-
ens.” Then the people rose in a body
and round after round of applnuse
awept through the hall, Behind the
scenes dozens of young men and
women walted with fountain-pens

and cards for the famous slgnature,| |
and as Mr. Rachmaninoff proceeded| |

to the walting-room he was sur-
rounded by these admirers. He talk-
ed with them for meveral minutes,
while the people in the hail, still
standing, clapped perslstently, There
was no ignoring that plea, and he
returned to play one more of his own
compositiona.

From Bach, Schubert, Chopin and
Llszt, Mr. Rachmaninoff chose the
major part of his program, and
added an exquislte arrangement of
his own of Kreisler's “Liebesfreud.”
“Tho Brooklet” and *“Impromptu,”
from Schubert, were also transcribed
for the plano by him, and again he
was heard In his own compositions
in “Prelude” and “Etude Tableau.”
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