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Music
SERGE RACHMANINOFF

The great Russian pianist has returned to us after several years and gave a recital at the
Princess yesterday afternoon that drew all of Montreal's lovers of beautiful music and
pianistic virtuosity. Rachmaninoff seems to have acquired in recent years a poetry and
depth of feeling that he was once said to lack.

This is especially remarkable in certain works. His interpretation of Beethoven's Sonata,
for example, is not equal to his interpretation of most of Schumann's Symphonic
Etudes, and this, in turn, does not surpass the interpretation we have received of
Medtner's two Tales and his own Etudes

What can be said of the dazzling performance of the Strauss-Tausig Waltz, a Chopin
Waltz, and Liszt's Funeral Oration? Never has he displayed such breadth and
understanding. He is also aided by impeccable technique and a touch to which nothing
can be faulted. Rachmaninoff had to give several encores, among which was his
famous Prelude in C-sharp minor, which the majority of the audience expected. Despite
its overuse, this work continues to please many and was received with enthusiastic
applause. There were so many people at this concert that, the standing room now being
closed, many people who arrived at the last minute could not find seats and had to
leave, one can imagine with what disappointment.
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