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AN ORCHESTRAL TRIUMPH

‘Work Masterful Reading.

His Second Concerto—Mr. Fled-
ler's Increased Effectivenesa.
‘The Boston Symphony opened its Baltl-
more season last night at the Lyric The-
atre and, with the assistance of Mr. Serge
planist,

lowing program. Z
Weber......s..... OVETtae o the Opera “Der Frei-

Brahms...........S;mphony Ne. 2 iz D major,
Opas T2

and satisfactory performance. In com-
paring the Boston orchestra with some of

SERGE RACHMA
‘The Soloist.

the the
bearer cannot fail to be struck by its
splendid balance. Each family of instru-
ments being equally prominent and the
brasses heing held In proper subjection.
This applies not only to the opening num-
ber. but throughout the entire concert.

The chief work of last night’s perform-
ance was the symphony, the selection fail-
ing upon Brahm's No. 2. It is commonly
said that music s the language of the
emotions, and this phrase expresses one
of those half-trnths which humanity de-
lghts to hug. Emotion is the inspired and
motive power of music, but without intel-
lect It 1s totally ineffective, Intellect is
the controlling and directing agent. Tt is
exceedingly dificult to say where motion
ends and intellect begins, but the moment
emotion is controlled the higher faculties
of the mind come into play.

Just such thoughts pass through the
mind on hearing a Brahm's symphony,
more especially the one In D major. Emo-
tlon Is a prominent factor in the work, but
1s well controlled by the enormous intellect
of the composer. The opening movement
{s melodic in conPeption and broad in con-
struction and gorgeous In orchestration.
But one cannot help feeling throuzhout
thut development was ever ftronger In
Brahms than melodic creativeness, The
second movement Is the least attractlve.
Tut the third Is perfect as a poetlc piece
of invention. And how delightfully Mr.
Filedler iuterpreted it.

The sololst was the well-known com-

to the TUnited States, and his reception
by the audience was in proportion to his
popnlarity ns the composer of a certain
prelude. He gave his second conmcerto for
piano and orchestra.

As a pianist Rachmaninoff is endowed
with considerable technique but he is more
blessed than the mere techniclan. He has
musical feeling and understanding. plenty
of temy and & fine
of the value of the orchestra in comnection
with the plano, even if he did score rather
heavily at times. .

As a composition, the work Is worth a
second hearing, nnd, indeed, would bear it.
But after only one hearing the opinion
woild be formed that the concerto contalns
much really good writing. although the ma-
terial of which it is made is of rather a
flimsy nature. There are many excellent
passages, but the interest flage at interyals,
while the melodic scheme is rather ordi-
nary. However, this is only the lmpres-
sion gleaned from a single hearing, and
doubtless fresh beautles might appear be-
neath the surface on closer acqquaintance.

A bright and spirited performance of
Strauss’ “Tu Eulenspiegel” brought the
concert to & close.

Mr. Fiedler is more at home with the
men under his baton than last season, and.
by means of what would seem to be &
stronger control, enforces his readings upen
the orchestra with better and more effect-
ive results. W. G 0.
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